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EIA Update

This week the EIA followed up on our recent meeting with the Chair of the APPG for
Events Shaun Davies. As part of this we have requested that he put us in contact with
the Minister Gareth Thomas, Minister for Services, Small Business and Exports to
discuss our industry with the Department of Business and Trade further.

We continue to work towards the launch of our MRA campaign to raise recognition of
the challenges our industry has faced since Brexit and the impact this has had on our
competitiveness for Events with Europe.

Political Update

The big news this week was the Spending Review and subsequent response from media
and industries. On Wednesday, Chancellor Rachel Reeves delivered the first Spending
Review since 2021, and the first under the current Government, following her October
2024 Budget and the Spring Statement in 2025. In the review, Reeves pledged that total
departmental budgets would grow by 2.3% over the Spending Review (SR) period to the
end of this Parliament, while also committing departments to deliver administrative
efficiencies.

The Chancellor framed the funding as a “payment plan for better outcomes”, aimed at
ensuring timely access to healthcare, job security, and stable housing. ‘Renewal’ was
the chosen buzzword from Number 11. The clear winners, housing, health, defence, and
energy, reflect policy areas that Number 10 and the Treasury believe will resonate with
an electorate that, judging by the polls, is losing confidence in the Government it elected
by a landslide just last year. More detail is provided below.



Outside the Spending Review, the Data (Use and Access) Bill finally passed through the
House of Lords after a month of legislative ‘ping pong’. The Peers’ amendment would
have required tech companies to disclose their use of copyrighted material in Al training,
arguing that without it, UK content could be exploited without compensation, threatening
creative jobs. Despite backing from figures such as Sir Elton John, Sir Paul McCartney,
and Dua Lipa, the Government rejected the amendment, citing an ongoing consultation
and plans for a separate Al bill.

Elsewhere, following reports that up to 170 Labour MPs, including party loyalists, are
preparing to rebel over upcoming Welfare Reform votes, it is understood that Minister Liz
Kendall is due to meet with the dissenting MPs to offer reassurance. This follows
Chancellor Rachel Reeves’ firm stance against a U-turn on the reforms. Conservative
leader Kemi Badenoch has also confirmed that her party will oppose the proposed
changes.

News

Spending Review

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) was given £2 billion in funding
for 2028—-29 and £700 million in capital funding for 2029-30 at the Spending Review
resulting in a real terms cut of 1.2%. The Treasury argued that the investment provided
will boost the creative industries, supports youth and sports infrastructure, and ensures
investment in cultural and heritage institutions across the UK. Also included is funding
for major sporting events, youth services, and £132.5 million from dormant assets to
support disadvantaged young people. As with all Departments DCMS will need to
deliver 5% in savings through efficiencies, this is being achieved via estate reductions
and the closure of the National Citizen Service. DCMS aims to drive regional growth,
innovation, and community engagement.

Cavendish's briefing can be found here.

Chair of the Culture Media and Sports Committee on the Spending Review
Dame Caroline Dinenage, Chair of the Culture, Media and Sport Committee, criticised
the real-terms cut to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s budget, calling it a
misguided decision by the Chancellor. While welcoming promised investment in the
creative industries, she noted a lack of detail and raised concerns about which areas
would bear the brunt of the cuts. She also warned that reductions to the FCDO budget
could undermine the UK’s soft power and the BBC World Service.

Minister welcomes inbound and outbound tourism

Tourism Minister Chris Bryant confirmed that inbound and outbound travel are “equally
important” to the UK economy, speaking at ABTA’s Travel Matters conference. He
pledged to include outbound tourism in the forthcoming national strategy and
highlighted its value to regional airports and jobs. He went on to confirm that he
planned to create five centres of expertise in tourism and hospitality which he hopes
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will help achieve his goal of 50 million overseas visitors by 2030. Bryant also said that
he was keen for e-gates across EU airports to come in as quickly as possible to ease
travel.

Market access barrier resolved

Between January and March 2025, the UK government resolved 43 market access
barriers across 34 trading partners, according to the Department for Business and
Trade’s Digital Market Access Service. This marked an increase from the previous
quarter, with 31 barriers fully resolved and 12 partially addressed. Latin America led
with the highest number of resolutions, while Europe saw a decline. These quarterly
statistics, now designated as Official Statistics, do not quantify the economic value of
the resolved barriers or the complexity of the resolution efforts.

Employment Reforms

Employment Rights Minister Justin Madders told global leaders in Geneva that the
UK’s landmark Employment Rights Bill will help solve the country’s productivity puzzle.
Speaking at the International Labour Conference, he said the reforms will boost living
standards, tackle insecure work, and make the UK more competitive. The Bill includes
protections from day one, bans exploitative contracts, and promotes flexible working,
with nearly 75% public support. Madders also met international counterparts to share
insights on balancing workers’ rights with business needs.

UK and Australia Free Trade Agreement

At the second meeting of the Australia-UK Free Trade Agreement Joint Committee,
held alongside the OECD Ministerial Council in Paris, Jonathan Reynolds MP and Don
Farrell Minister for Trade and Tourism of Australia celebrated deepening trade ties. In
2024, bilateral trade reached £23bn, with strong uptake of tariff preferences saving
businesses millions. Ministers highlighted progress on professional qualifications and
innovation, including a potential ‘biobridge’ for faster medical access. They reaffirmed
their commitment to rules-based trade and cooperation through global forums like the
WTO and CPTPP.

Parliament

Written Questions: Touring in the EU
James Wild, Conservative MP for North West Norfolk, asked the Minister for the
Cabinet Office:

"With reference to the (a) UK-EU Summit - Joint Statement, updated 19 May 2025, (b)
UK-EU Summit - Common Understanding, updated 19 May 2025 and (c) UK-EU
security and defence partnership, published 19 May 2025, what his planned timetable
is for discussions with (i) the EU and (ii) EU Member States on improving access
arrangements for touring in Europe.”


https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/VVQRWY5q7rj3W703QGb1p18w9VpK0y35xMxvgN9h9bHq5kvg0W6N1X8z6lZ3m-W5bb4TZ34GXzBVYX5Lt731cVFW8rbrwM1wQHBfW2h0DjY7WCBLHW1gGxd56YBBtNN1Nfz_MjYjC6W2gX_lq2P0ttFN5r-pg85qZr0W7Z9clx5nWFn1W1QPYFq8Cb_1KVBXQ8v1BLmFQVDTD8N36T7HqW1l5vdV4ljZ6bW7HV_P84K-sb1W7qf0kH6x-ZHMW3Hn0hF5hydfMVHXbXZ3cHqfyW8yjxrh2MPcKPW82N2zp9lcdktW5FplJm2719k2W4sG28c7t6NzHW5T-Dgq9bR1dhW5HTvjg6gLFGyW2Kyd1X3YP9wSVRR41X3z22rgW79S6cR2XZYCyW7DfFM72vRyL8W5N1RGp3d-k4MW44gGFL2v086VW3L-3hr8FxKkQV_7H6G3qTW-8W2jJ1XM6_22gfW6pNtYN2RKMrlW7mzMNb5yCJN4W6tkpQD3V2NJmW3yR7x07dY_rkW6pnvY-7N1fb1W4KllDF5Tccf1f4bW_Hn04
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/VVQRWY5q7rj3W703QGb1p18w9VpK0y35xMxvgN9h9bJj3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3ntN5YYfVxRQsBsW4YnVHV8ch4VPN7gSb4CdV_F3ThhzQ3B-KXLVjXF9h8Lpb7NW73sC9z2ggTJDW6ZYKNG4qX116V81p1w5bSNLmW55FRys2BZ9vpVKlgj72Z_nhcW2nS6SY8JzGqCW9kSNvD27sVLsW2P63BM8hs7cWW2mpnMW5mwLw2Vhl6mY28ldrJW3_nhwp2C7NWKW9fhZKy5QKLzVW50bDc7443ZMSW1jPYPN1-ZBFPW4-qfNC8RNkTfVFLTNK3hxLsVW21hfd19jp9lwVLGvFB1HDQfrW65Mhjv8yRSldW3yDb3F4qPDVRW6Z-_Qb6sK1PdW5BS0fS3lBQXSVF7rhP6n2cfHf86Gr1K04
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/VVQRWY5q7rj3W703QGb1p18w9VpK0y35xMxvgN9h9bJj3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3kZVGTlD24gWLP7N4QFgs1MHKrWW28v9cX1Pkc1YW82v6Bn2wdPGkW1tXk2K7qLttLW5NDmP653VTskVkmRQF8MnC78W4sY7vs5lhwcnW1j3pt892Ph7gW71p5Q79dQbRZW2CQ-ST8gSq7NN64DYdnxVC2tW67w9Kr774KcJN1LfqsYMFTrWW3B6xQN4Bwh_3N4z42cy9kFZ-VMjSMT4V2jtjW7_zHfS6rtnLLW5SgwtM20zThgW5-b3cJ2Hy9vTW5XL9WX8Lysv3W8-mh6r699Gh9W15G_xL2GlNkcW6PnrC85w62kgW2G19bq2MvFg9N5Jj--QFVQ8GN5BMTZp7yWQqT4QtY3H5Y00f6yycfT04
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/VVQRWY5q7rj3W703QGb1p18w9VpK0y35xMxvgN9h9bJj3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3mRW5jz6gN26-9sZW6vZLYD2RqKKmW19x5XY6MYMkbW3hN9f85XczgsN8HXTRsjBPYCW58jD7c50MsbgW99Rrkq6TwV7KW52cZH25PsJyfVnTNRR1r4kkqW4sCRwm3kYKgpW4zJHWH68ffvPW1KyLLX3f9p-tW4LjNMT6Bjz9_V35PfM5c5Z_9VHTVYp2jKM_DW7jCNcM7mthStW2nxQHz2qdqWZW91zHKx1qq5qvVQFRw523MfxHN9dvh0bs1lgSVY0cq37CGnjWW4nj7Vg85WGyjW7nHXQc7dsx0hN2dQ8P_NgRq6W4GLTcL4d0gjWW274zCR3WMk0SW1l7N9L8Xz27bW31FNcd3D9hR6dZFZw204

Nick Thomas-Symonds, Minister for European Union responded:

"On 19 May, the Government published a renewed agenda for UK-EU cooperation.
The Government agreed with the European Commission to proceed swiftly with the
commitments and will keep Parliament updated on significant developments."

Written Question: eGates
Mike Wood, Conservative MP for Kinswinford and South Staffordshire asked the
Minister for the Cabinet Office:

"With reference to paragraph 16 of his Department's policy paper entitled UK-EU
Summit - Common Understanding, published on 19 May 2025, what assessment he
has made of the potential impact of the commencement of the EU Entry/Exit System on
the use of eGates by (a) UK nationals and (b) other third party nationals travelling from
the UK?"

Nick Thomas-Symonds, Minister for European Union responded:

"Since the UK left the EU, UK nationals, as third-country nationals, cannot use eGates
in most Schengen countries. The UK-EU Common Understanding confirms that there
will be no legal barriers to eGate use for British Nationals traveling to and from EU
Member States after the introduction of the EU’s Entry/Exit System (EES). This is a
positive step forward and we can now work quickly with Member States to get these
arrangements in place and improve our citizens’ travel experience reducing lengthy
and imbalanced queues at various entry points across the EU. We continue to work
with the European Commission, France and local authorities to ensure we are
prepared for the introduction of EES."

For any queries regarding this round-up
please get in touch today
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