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EIA Update

This week, ESSA met with Sarah Owen MP to discuss the opportunities and challenges
facing the events sector.

The Labour MP for Luton North was keen to understand the role of the industry in
boosting trade and providing skills opportunities across the country. The meeting was
very positive and Ms Owen promised to add her support and voice for our industry with
relevant Shadow Ministerial teams, including Culture, Media and Sport and Business
and Trade.

We also received confirmation that the SASIE report that has been shared with Shadow
Business and Trade Secretary Johnny Reynolds and his external affairs team.

Political Update

Scottish First Minister Humza Yousaf is facing a vote of no confidence next week
following his decision to terminate his power-sharing agreement with the Scottish Greens
(more details below).

Rumours have since begun to circulate that the First Minister (FM) will resign to avoid
going to the vote and the potential removal of the SNP from power entirely although the
First Minister has insisted he will "fight on".

Although the chances of an imminent election in Scotland remain remote, Humza
Yousef's leadership clearly hangs in the balance.

Meanwhile in Westminster, Labour announced their plan to reform rail services this week
and the Government confirmed that the implementation of its Deposit Return Scheme to
improve recycling rates of bottles and cans would be delayed further, until 2027.




News

Labour announces plan for Rail.

Shadow Secretary of State for Transport, Louise Haigh, this week announced Labour’s
Plan to Fix Britain’s Railways.

The Shadow Secretary pledged to renationalise most passenger rail services within five
years, if the Party is elected to Government. They have pledged to establish a new arm’s
length public body — Great British Railways (GBR) — to act as the “guiding mind” in
charge of the railway infrastructure and services and remain responsible for the day-to-
day operational delivery of the railways.

Under Labour, the delivery of freight operations on the rail network will remain within the
private sector, but a unified railway will be tasked with reducing complexity for freight
customers. GBR will be led by rail professionals and industry experts and have
operational independence. It would gain control over station management and track from
Network Rail.

Other commitments from the plan include, a new Passenger Standards Authority to
independently monitor standards and champion service improvement in addition to
introducing a statutory role in the rail network for devolved institutions.

UK exports of services growing significantly faster than goods.
New data from the ONS shows that UK services exports volumes have increased nine
times faster than goods since 2010.

Figures published on Monday show a 63% growth in export of services since 2010, while
goods have only increased by 7%. The data also showed that goods export volumes
have not recovered since the pandemic, with volumes still below 2013 levels.

John Springford, of the Centre for European Reform think-tank said that: “Trends in UK
trade have been a long-run shift from goods exports to services exports, as competition
from both the EU and other manufacturing centres has pushed UK comparative
advantage towards services...Brexit has accelerated that shift.”

SNP terminate Bute House Agreement with Scottish Greens.

The SNP, led by First Minister Humza Yousaf, has terminated its power-sharing
agreement with the Scottish Greens. This move resulted in the dismissal of Green co-
leaders Patrick Harvie and Lorna Slater from their Ministerial positions. Yousaf's
decision came before Green members could vote on the agreement's continuation.

Former Scottish Green Co-Leader Lorna Slater criticised the SNP for the decision,
labelling it as political cowardice and a betrayal of the electorate. She pledged to
continue advocating for a fairer, greener Scotland. On the other hand, the Scottish
Conservatives criticized Yousaf's judgment, calling the collapse of the coalition an utter
humiliation.

The Scottish Conservatives initiated a vote of no confidence against the SNP leader,
with Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar since laying a separate motion of no
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confidence, which carries more far-reaching implications including the threat of an
election.

Rumours are now beginning to circulate that the First Minister will resign before the
vote next week.

Shadow Chancellor says Labour will be more pro-business than any other UK
Government.

Speaking at the first meeting of Labour's national wealth fund taskforce, Shadow
Chancellor Rachel Reeves commented that "the next Labour government is going to be
the most pro-business government this country has ever seen.”

The Shadow Chancellor said in the interview that business groups and financial
institutions would be “in the room” with Ministers making key decisions as part of
Labour’s “mission” to make the UK the fastest-growing economy in the G7.

She also hinted that the party would listen to concerns over its plans to reform workers’
rights, saying the policy had “to work for business as well".

Government launches free business management courses .

The Department for Business and Trade have launched Help to Grow: Management
Essentials. A new online training course for small businesses. The site can be found
here.

The intention of the site is to help business people access the advice and resources
they need to "scale up and grow", with Small Business Minister, Kevin Hollinrake
describing 2024 as "the year of the SME". He added "whether it's through access to
finance, support and advice, or removing barriers to growth: we’re helping them go
further than ever before."

Parliament

Committee examines UK trade strategy.

The Business and Trade Committee held an Oral Evidence session this week as part of
its inquiry into Export-led Growth. The Committee quizzed the former UK Brexit Chief
Negotiator and the Director of the UK Trade Policy Project on the UK's trade strategy.

Discussion focused on the Government's failure to hit its target for trade agreements,
whether the Government has given away too much in trade deals, how Brexit has
affected UK trade and the possibility of closer trade links with the EU.

Committee seeks views on UK's future skills needs.



https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fz9M3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3n7W77Ysmf3TpmqnW7mK62530BKCWW5ClhhL34wW0CN6pVszd8RsyLW3kFDmH25kh0tW18QsK-3P7SQ_W5cp7sw76cQGFW6k9TSd5fTYC-W1H5RYf2D8c-bW3vj9mL1qp8yxW7Cdxc91-8JpqN6D1J2S_hdmdW5bxhHm98KlvNW3n8bxT4_N-0cW2TC-N73QJ3sbW1f6_yM3B4G39W9bWqCG6hSKR0W8pJj7c1CWRgSW1jVbhV3k68zRW8tHrmp8X2SnRW3wyncj3vdBzqW6Hp1rK33NWpgN2l5ZDS49_VxW9kGZpx3x6xlBW452df-4YXW3tN4w9PdDVN_tmW6qplcN6FnxgBW2ktbph8jjR2Cf7SyX8404
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fz9M3lYMRW8wLKSR6lZ3n7W77Ysmf3TpmqnW7mK62530BKCWW5ClhhL34wW0CN6pVszd8RsyLW3kFDmH25kh0tW18QsK-3P7SQ_W5cp7sw76cQGFW6k9TSd5fTYC-W1H5RYf2D8c-bW3vj9mL1qp8yxW7Cdxc91-8JpqN6D1J2S_hdmdW5bxhHm98KlvNW3n8bxT4_N-0cW2TC-N73QJ3sbW1f6_yM3B4G39W9bWqCG6hSKR0W8pJj7c1CWRgSW1jVbhV3k68zRW8tHrmp8X2SnRW3wyncj3vdBzqW6Hp1rK33NWpgN2l5ZDS49_VxW9kGZpx3x6xlBW452df-4YXW3tN4w9PdDVN_tmW6qplcN6FnxgBW2ktbph8jjR2Cf7SyX8404
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fzb23lYMRW95jsWP6lZ3pFW2jD7MN44JY8nW7d8ZZB2wCL8cW7CBn-81cSjFpN1jx7tz9h955W58Qp5v66Rm8FW2p4tc34FhzzXF8WgTtRJGg3W2WY18Z3DSp34W2HHcV21253NYW70qqrc7lQMH2W7-w80g28MFCWW4jtsmH2FtK7-W2mt9g28y5lCFW6GMF7Q7DTrHgW910RkF7dPP04W3lgfvL3m7w91W8nM6lf3Fm553VsT7sX5wb_PlW99kv0t5fPF6bW6nXG_h8sGM5lW1YJDNg404NS3W6qMZxB4gTLRcW6dvC3k2NgNztW4XdDW814NbfwW3y4nF96lkjzJW2mvq4s3QJsXkW7GhV0N2B7LVPW14ynkN3xPdKvW2pS-405CFmH6W6_XXlb1B27hYf4Z-81v04
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fzb2p5ThvW95nc9s6lZ3q2W6DCQpX2QbMg2W1yqbcZ3tdWJ6W7XbnjM8D5g_FVxPq4s7XRQzjW5Hp58Y67LrL4W2p-Mdd8RBsZNW5Mm_WK15QNPnW6bV7qg4STttpV6Rg_13p782nW8NKjS96fTNH1TML_R3Zg0KJW3NSJ4t97cjrsW8sSMbR26M-r3VNlPYh359QmnW88zWbW3DdXpxW9l_yN63hS565W1V7fkZ4GqTfpW7fxYzh7v9wvGW71K7_81Sf1LSW5h9BZM2W78b1W26Mj4f1z9TltW7B0mTg3l5G-RW4rxgFp3x8y4SN5YvKm_Gm_DqW1CkQwt6jbdk3W1mCDgy7F4-jrW2yTCPq7XZNX-W3KM7rw4-0b5BW2DXyw48y11bCVBt3bj1-WZTYW6hMC7W7cGf6PW2w1Xqm8qXGyqW8H9gjK7kPWySW6SHk6b2X8mhGVmYG_R789PLVW8t4rwM90Jb5yVF-gGV8bQ42dN5Fd7F4b-sxNW62r9Vb6-NFPdV7X-HN53vxxYW5ldgGH5KM3WdW8p5bnW60lmxMW6RwvBl11njP0W5mxRGD4xP1WlW5LQQkS50yMXbW8-4S001VWv1rW92cY_W1__BfgW7Zd8jy2Pl3TnW1LqvMs96GdPyMml552_m6PdW2VzgLF5BY308W1cmDWb8MZ3XBW44b7H65kqXLGW4GTbTG8dTl_9VSl5f_8TC5hqW6VFqvM1BTkpzW2QnPd08JbKQfW1rQ8qJ5_zgCCN5r419X7Mr5vW3wCCxV2NGy8xW1RLKwn67wKc-W8RB5sb4qdNCKW23zyYZ5MdFx2W8fC_9J3nmhlbW5-_dh-12_QRHW39rVbQ1wwY2KN6TlzN82YVLbW43cXGk2pjc1xW7_P6Br5pQ49WW68b5Gj5WnqPRW1h68l41s5RnwW3vhM7m16-zFlW6XhJD6274ZwQW3D6lQH50wxVCVp8XpF84z8fDW5h32Gr6FPpGqW7LnyrS56Fzm2W17rBLG8CbZsHW6yypc_7f3HlRW2gxlWX3l0R28M8w_GXCv5HBW88GyfS5W1vnFW8w5fb_21FzsBW5jRbhP56s8fVV10TtG6Mvg9YW2SlVJX6pV6xSN7K2JG-bdXc5Vy1Mgf42YN62V6hDmb5tsyKBW4vVqXN18rj7tW4-8rq11JFGzqW8hWt9y55_rPsW8LsHB06jnCG0W56kwF694Jt6DF2LKqKtvwx8W3Fw-6s9k8hN3W3KjL0v4PJhMyW8cLntY9kqgBjW5Gc1x61LFGfnW8JL3ll7FjfsDW6lywpY6jmXKZW4G1gxf8rBbH_W56vbs46XmNbrVH_mLQ1CX6nyW2N8FcM4PGWH6W2L5H0467jy2sW2_CgW-4LR1sLW6f3Nx73zsHlKN6620JRMJ-P9VnMt049777XpN8QcfnVwRPbBW7sYDXf2SR9tYW43hf_577H6DrW6T_8wG34bvwNW6tWlzg2n3GtdW4B8w2s103QvBW9f29hR6Wkdh3W2NXFKH5HDQ3VW3TSDPZ6wlxC2W3X4lQq2BVQgtW1MfPF758Zj1KW6vx1qN8JLtbHW5P76fD4lMYsyW96GJSZ9cNWkQN7wGH3rRmtWXV418qH5mdmJrW5QDF4S6wJWX5W84MXSW4z9VQsW41Qnw52ZX7GzW5rGrNH4fThVyW6CFjl44BqTF5W6s8PhP23Tzz8W6fbZrh63ccSzW1-hj7y17TQ5yW1LF0pR1W62C_W6C90kg7R0VCZN85v38QDjfB-V5DZPf2r5skjW8SNgQB8FyfBKW5HzLhX5-bRBgW5XSyxy7C5hKNW8qrCjM2hwbFbW7YsgLk8KHnhPW5clYnS8vvlLPW8B3w_J3d1mqZW2Z9w9F5PDMbWVz7zgJ44162SW6H5vw63CPMHKW36_Pz823VfLtW1H7t5v2m72xZW4y8sHh3MxQswW2bmdJ_1JsfRRV9M6Cw81lFS3N4-
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fz8T3lYMRW6N1vHY6lZ3kxW4qqQxt7L1CR8W3MRWy368kb5jW45svWX8hglYNW7Y4hH61Y-7y8W1f-SV53VMSjfW61bRHg4gB5LFW7LhvTF3QT9lTW47bScT4FKk_QW7y0bdd7mq-35N1gcjCSX-dlVW5xVT2r9lSPVbW2GX1LF8TnN5XW38gBLZ5yCy9bVM-GQh35BPRBW8mXNr_7PDdlKW1Kmnjm7wx4MYW2zBCh77mD9VcN1kFXVYwMmBDW5bNR5d8MW1FqW3P-jkS3wqkWHW53Hc6w3KKb7STF3F_6JVF8cf4BZ3H404
https://campaigns.cavendishconsulting.com/e3t/Ctc/ZP+113/cbTrk04/MW-DSLZGh-2W2Z6JtC9jJGXTW4YmM-15dmjF0N99fz8g5kvg0W5BWr2F6lZ3mqW2FD6P1864KKnW2_Qd2F626FwbW93wCYv5LfV76N4pjSqBj9QvYW52DxZM5x1G7dW3jvfkt1FLmy2W2FmK631DmxB8W39sNDb2pHJx0W40tVcv8CgxrDN1fb9vDtsgbwVJK5Zq6bt7PlW1W8wBK8szxfWW8tdgVp8QnmsPW69XPYR151NfGW4Wx3Tj4HH8s7W8Sw_-v1-16hMW2h5N0C20DLssW6SVyqV2GYFlPW7r8SMM2Vz2-GVzQ2HX4Lm65pW94W6T63RVJzsVz_GnH95F22-W3S8dTF11bGlbMNVgdcQr7J-V5gTwb3YzXRWW4CBcbr43pblmMDCPqdZ63HpW2F627h20yLf2W22hQbB7M1GdqW5vMKzQ8Q3PdRW6Rld5x20z8zwW6vk9zZ1cL7qJW8Qtt4G77d2fGW8wKdd9263Q2Cf2K4T7g04

The Industry and Regulators Committee has launched an inquiry into skills policy,
focusing in particular on apprenticeships and training in the context of the skills the UK
economy needs for the future.

The inquiry will examine whether the UK'’s current systems and policies for
apprenticeships and in-work training are working and, if not, how they should be
reformed

The Committee invites contributions to its inquiry by 30 May 2023.

The Committee will be holding public evidence sessions in the coming weeks, and
aims to report to the House before the summer recess.

For any queries regarding this round-up
please get in touch today
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