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	EIA update
 
 
Hi all,
The big political news of the week is Andy Burnham’s continuing his devolution revolution. With mayors set to receive part of income tax receipts for the first time, the regional growth agenda continues to grow in importance. Business events are a key part of regional place narratives and regional growth, and we’ll be making that point strongly to this government. Additionally, we will know who has won Burnham’s seat as mayor of Greater Manchester later tonight, with Labour candidate and current leader of Manchester City Council Bev Craig the heavy favourite. We were waiting to see if the results would be called earlier, which is why this report is coming later in the day than usual – apologies!
We are continuing to build on the work of the DCMS committee’s report on business events. Using this as a basis, we are, together with the Business of Events, writing a letter with support from across the industry to send to key figures in government.
We also want to say a big thank you to the team at ESSA for putting together a very effective tool to help members contact their MP. You can find the link to it here. We really encourage members to use it: it’s very accessible, and some of those that have already reporting responses from MPs. If you do get a response and would like any assistance with follow on, please do get in touch with the Henham team!
Speaking of engaging MPs, we have a meeting with James Asser MP at the Excel Centre coming up. We’ll be using this as an opportunity to raise the issues facing the industry and stress the relationship between business events and regional growth, and the Industrial Strategy, which looks set to continue under this administration.  
Finally, with the AEO’s conference coming up at the same time and place as the Reform party conference, and with other party conferences coming up in September, we’re considering how best to engage with the full range of parties over that season, and in the run up to the autumn Budget.
Best,
Bea
	
	

	
	
	 
 
	
	

	
	
	Government this week
 
Monday 27th July
· In an announcement on the Machinery of Governemnt, it was confirmed that No.10 North will assume local economic growth and devolution strategy from the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, and local economic growth policy from HM Treasury. Future decisions on any English visitor levy will now likely sit in Downing Street.
Friday 31st July
· As part of his devolution push, Burnham today announced that mayors across England will receive a share of income tax. What this will look like in practice, including how it will be distributed, will be set out in the autumn Budget.
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	What happened in Parliament
 
Thursday 30th July
· The All-Party Parliamentary Group for Hospitality and Tourism, chaired by Chris Webb (Lab, Blackpool South), published an inquiry into the proposed English overnight visitor levy. It argues that any new levy on hospitality should be approached cautiously and only introduced alongside wider reforms - ensuring the overall tax burden is reduced, impacts are properly assessed, revenues are reinvested in tourism, and businesses are given time and a consistent national framework to adapt.
 
Written Questions
 
 
· There were no relevant Written Questions.
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Regional news
 
Friday 31st July
· Voting for the mayor of Greater Manchester took place on Thursday, with results to be announced today. Bev Craig, the Labour party candidate, has remained the heavy favourite throughout. Turnout was low at only about 25%.  
 
Week ahead
 
Both Houses are currently in Summer Parliamentary Recess; they will return on 1st September.
	 
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	Media snapshot
 
Thirty trade bodies write to the Chancellor to scrap the English visitor levy
More than 30 business, tourism and hospitality organisations wrote to the Chancellor calling on the Government to drop plans to let mayoral strategic authorities charge an overnight visitor levy in England. The letter cites Oxford Economics modelling commissioned by UKHospitality putting the cost of a 5% levy at £2.2bn of UK GDP and 33,000 jobs by 2030.
 
AEV launches Emerging Talent Award
AEV has introduced its first Emerging Talent Award, open to venue professionals one to five years into their careers across all departments. Up to five winners will form a “Class of 2026”, with each member venue able to submit up to three nominations. Entries close on 18th September and winners will be announced on 26th November at the ICC at Olympia.
 
AEO launches #ChooseEvents careers campaign
The AEO has launched an industry-wide movement to champion careers in events, uniting organisers, venues, suppliers and agencies to share employee stories and behind-the-scenes content. The campaign runs from 1st to 4th September and culminates at the AEO Conference on 3rd September at the Vox, NEC Birmingham.
	 
 
 
	

	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	If you have any questions regarding this update, please contact the Henham Strategy team.
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If you would like to unsubscribe from these updates, please email alexander.edwards@henhamstrategy.co.uk
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