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What we will cover

Lead times and press timescales.

What assets you need when 
pitching to the press. 

Selecting the right product.

How to approach editors and what 
to include in your pitch emails.

Discount on our Christmas Gift 
Guide membership



Who are we
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DIY PR from £59 p/m

Product based 
businesses

2 PR businesses

No previous experience
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Understanding lead times

Long Lead
Aug - Sept

Short Lead
Sept  - Nov

Online / Dailies
Oct - Dec

Press 
Published

Living etc
Cosmopolitan 
Country Living

The Sunday Times Style 
ES Magazine

Stylist 

The Pool
Emerald Street
The Guardian
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Understanding features

Product 
shopping

feature 
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Understanding features

Lifestyle 
feature



Usually compiled 
around a theme 

such as  - 30 gifts for 
her

Organised into product 
categories 

High-res product 
imagery, brand name, 

stockiest & price

@PRdispatch

How the press worksHow are Christmas Gift Guide features compiled?
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How the press wors

‘Wacky’ gifts that 
wouldn’t be featured at 

other times of year

Festive-themed gifts

Ready-to-give gifts in 
beautiful packaging

Personalised items

Food & drink

Stocking fillers

Products that Christmas Gift Guides like



Clothing

Shoes

Excessive jewellery

Bags

Big furniture items 
i.e. bed, sofas

Seasonal items i.e. 
sunglasses, bikinis.
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Products not regularly featured in Christmas Gift Guides



Gifts under £10, £50, £100

For her, him, kids, teens

Pets

Bookworms

Gardening

Fitness

Luxury

Design lovers

Fragrance

Gadgets

Film buffs

Cook books

Music

Beauty & grooming
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How the press works

For the homebodies

Gamers

Foodies

Boozy gifts

Travel

Secret Santa

Stocking fillers

Fashion

By colour – monochrome, etc

Personalised

‘Wonderfully weird gifts’

Baubles & decorations

Feminist gifts

Subscriptions

2019 Christmas Gift Guide categories
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Stocking fillers
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It’s important to stay on an editor’s radar at all times. 
Many publications don’t limit themselves to one gift guide. 

Supplements ‘Mini features’

Types of Gift Guides
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Interactive
Searchable by type of 

gift, price range & type of 
person 

Gift Guide formats – Online features
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How the press works

Feature

Roundup of products, multiple 
gift guides over a period of time

Gift Guide formats – Online features



Some big brands e.g. 
net-a-porter sponsor 

entire printed gift guides

Other brands sponsor 
gift guides that feature 

their items among items 
from other brands i.e. 

The Pool

Less organic

Often placed at the back 
of the publication or in a 

pull-out
@PRdispatch

Gift Guide formats – sponsored Christmas Gift Guides



What assets do I need?
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High quality 
imagery is key

(300 dpi, high 
res) 

Professional 
only

@PRdispatch

Your imagery – Cut out imagery
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Retail pricing

Well designed

High quality images

Line sheet
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Ensure your products are 
“giftable”

Use colours that stand 
out / 

give products a Christmas 
twist

Make sure your packaging 
is on point

Attach “Feel-Good” story

Picking the right products



How to approach editors
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How to approach editorsFinding the contacts

1. Find the switchboard 
number for your chosen 

publication

2. Find the name of an 
assistant or intern

3. Call and ask to be put 
through

4. Enquire as to who is 
compiling the gift guide

5. Request their email 
address

6. Input into a contact 
database

At PR 
Dispatch, we 

do this for 
you!
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Email the 
contact

Engage and interact

Step 1

Find the themes 
of 

the CGG

Step 2

Deadline for
submission

Step 3

Request 
information 

for 
submission

Step 4

Follow on social
media

Step 5

Send product
suggestion

email

Step 6

At PR 
Dispatch, we 

do this for 
you!



5. Email/Pitch
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Hi Jessica,

Hope you’re well and are having a good week!

I wanted to get in touch to suggest a beautiful marble tray (£44) from 
ethical brand MAiK’s AW18 collection. The tray is made in a small family 
run factory in Sweden. Do you think the tray could be suitable for your 
upcoming ‘For the home lover’ Christmas Gift Guide feature?

Please find our line sheet attached below in case anything else 
takes your fancy - do let me know if there’s anything I can send 
you.

The email pitch - When you know the gift guide category

https://maiklondon.com/collections/tableware/products/marble-tray
https://maiklondon.com/


5. Email/Pitch
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DOS

Email editors your 
suggestions rather than 

phone them

Keep it short

Suggest the feature you’re 
pitching to

Show you know the 
publication

Attach visuals

Link website in email

The email pitch - Do’s



5. Email/Pitch
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DON’TS

Tell them why they should 
feature your product

Tell them your life story

Email at evenings & 
weekends

Attach high res images 

Send Dropbox or WeTransfer 
links

Hound them

The email pitch - Dont’s
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A few days after your 
initial email is a 

reasonable amount of 
time to wait

Use a similar format to 
your initial email. Try a 

different product.

Following up



If you really feel the 
publication is right for you, 

consider their online gift 
guide

.
Stay on the editor’s radar 

for non-Christmas 
features.

Sometimes they don’t 
respond.
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No luck? Keep trying



The Christmas membership



The Christmas membership



The Christmas membership
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Any questions?

Just £440*
Usually £490

Use code: 
autumnfair50

*Ends midnight tonight

Save 
£50
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Any questions?

Just £440*
Usually £490

Use code: 
autumnfair50

*Ends midnight tonight

Save 
£50

Only 30 
available


