


- Frames
- Panels
- Materials
- Ring-sets
- Adhesives
- Trimming
- Textiles
- Tools
- Manufacturers & Retail Packs
- Free Help & Advice

We supply 
everything you need 
to manufacture 
Lampshades



At Dannells Ltd we have been 
manufacturing Lampshade 
Materials for Lampshade 
Makers since 1982. 

Over the past
decade, we have dedicated 
our business to mentoring, 
nurturing and helping build 
a new generation of British 
Lampshade Makers and our 

inspired thousands of Makers 

worldwide. 

customers who have built their 
businesses, creating careers, 

innovative products. Here we 
share the stories of just a few 
of our Makers. Discover their 

their techniques, tips & tricks 
and be inspired!

Contact

Dannells Ltd
MD House
Brooker Rd
Waltham Abbey
Essex, EN9 1HU
UK

info@dannells.com

0044 (0) 1992 700311
www.dannells.com



She now specialises in beautiful bespoke lampshades 

Hearts and Glitter looks like. 

How are you today and what’s on your 
workbench?

Hello! The sun is shining, I’m back from the 
school run and I’m looking forward to a morning 

bespoke lampshade orders.

How do you start the design process and 
where do you get your design inspiration? 

I just love working with beautiful British fabrics 
and creating something special with them. The 

Customers tend to come to me with an idea of 

lampshades I’ve made and posted pictures of 
on Instagram, or with a colour or fabric in mind 
to coordinate with their decor.

I tend to discuss size and shape options with 

on the fabrics which would work well with that 

How would you describe your style?

How did your business Hearts and Glitter come about? 

for our home.  So, I completed a lampshade making course 

I now take great pride in producing professional, bespoke, 

Nestled in her studio in the heart of 
the Yorkshire Dales, Anita has built 
up her successful lampshade mak-
ing business, Hearts and Glitter, after 
a career break to have her three 
children. 

Hearts &
      Glitter

Anita



I also love it because it is 
shares the same initials as 

When did you start 
making lampshades? 

What’s your favourite 
part of the lampshade 
making process? 

I just love turning a roll of beautiful fabric into something 

What’s the mix of shades you make to sell online 
versus lampshade commissions, as part of your 
business? 

What’s your favourite shade that 
you’ve made for a commission? 

Oh it is so hard to choose!  There is 
one particular pair of shades I made 

chose two ceiling drums in a beautiful 

lampshades with a contrasting internal 

Any tips for new lampshade makers in 
business? 

choose local shops to approach which are in 

media.  Also, be prepared to be patient as it 
takes a while to build up a client base.

business around your family? 

and weekends, whenever I can squeeze in some time!  It’s 

When are you at your most productive? 

I feel most productive in the mornings, when I’m back from 

the school run, having walked the dog in the inspirational 
North York Moors where we live.

And your favourite 
sustenance when you’re 
working? 

Could you let us take a peek 
at your workspace? 

long at the kitchen table.

What have you learned that’s been invaluable to your 
creative process?

Forming friendships and making connections with fellow 

amazing Makers out there and I have found it so helpful 
and inspiring to learn from each other and share our 
experiences.

www.heartsandglitter.co.uk
@heartsandglitter_

“I just love turning a roll of beautiful 
fabric into something special and 

then seeing my lampshades in 
place in peoples’ homes. “



By capitalising on her talents as a 
print designer, Sian Ellin is being 
stocked by and collaborating with 
high street stores, as well as receiving 
national press accolades and pre-
senting lampshades on live TV. 

-

You were named the ‘Print Queen’ by Katrina Bur-
roughs in the The Sunday Times. How did you start 
out designing textiles prints? 

your bold and colourful prints?

-

Which part of your background or training has pre-
pared you most for becoming a print designer? 

How do you prepare 
when designing a signa-
ture print?

-

How many collections do you produce in a year? 

How did you set out to turn your talent for design into 
a business? 

-

homewares business? 

How have lampshades played a part in 
expanding your range?  

Sian       
    Ellin



www.sianelin.com
@sianelin_

Did you start out making lampshades 
yourself? 

What do you have to consider when 
designing for lampshades? 

What advice would you give to someone starting out 
in homewares? 

As well as being a designer you’re also a communica-
tor, teacher and writer. How do you manage your time 

you play? 

-

What’s been the most excit-
ing part about seeing your brand develop and grow? 

You’ve been stocked in many high street retailers, 
such as BHS, Oliver Bonas, Heals, to name a few. How 
did you break into selling to larger retailers? 

Do you have 
any tips you can 
share with our 

professional lampshade makers on how to approach 
large retailers? 

-

You’ve collaborated with a number of brands. Can you 

from simply supplying lampshades to a retailer? 

-

-

Last year you appeared on 
Hochanda making lampshades, 
using your fabrics. How did you 

lampshades live on TV? 

What do you have planned for Sian Elin in the future? 

-



-

How are you today 
and what’s on your 
workbench?

How do you start the design process and where do 
you get your design inspiration? 

How would you describe your style?

How do you adapt your designs for lampshades? 

When did you start making 
lampshades? 

Channelling the beauty of her home 
surroundings in Cornwall, Alison 
Bick’s bold and beautiful lamp-
shades certainly pack a punch. 

Alison       
      Bick

“My designs have a story behind them, either 
my favourite flowers or family events. I live 

in Cornwall and so fortunate to be living in a 
coastal countryside so get my inspirations 

from daily dog walks.”



What’s your favourite part of the lampshade making 
process? 

In your online shop what’s your most popular selling 
shade? 

What’s the mix of shades you make to sell 
online versus lampshade commissions, as 
part of your business? 

-

-

Any tips for new lampshade makers in business?

You’ve been very instrumental in setting up Etsy 

business and designing? 

-

www.alisonbick.co.uk
@alisonbickdesigns



Laura Evans, a fine artist, colla-
grapher, printmaker and of course 
lampshade maker from the Isle of 
Purbeck. As she takes on her first re-
tail space, we’re excited to chat with 
her about how this will make a dif-
ference to her creative business and 
where she draws her inspiration from 
for her range of beautifully delicate 
printed shades.

How do you start the design process and where do 
you get your design inspiration? 

and other materials to get the 
design and shape I like.

techniques, so at the moment 
I’m working on linocuts and colla-
graphs together. 

I’ve collected materials from the 

studio into its new premises.  I get 
-

ment around me and the actual 
materials I work with. 

How would you describe your style?

natural.

-
niques.  Can you tell us a little more about them and 
which is your personal favourite for making shades?

the printing plate to create backgrounds.  It’s just such a fun 

unique.

When did you start making lamp-
shades? 

What’s your favourite part of the 
lampshade making process? 

Making the plate and printing the fabric, 
and if it’s a commission, handing the 
shade over to the client - this I love the 
most.  I know it’s a cliche but seeing a 

-

for pre-loved lamp bases, some of which 

great. 

I also love working with clients on a one-to-one basis, creat-

in their house with existing furnishings, it’s a more personal 
service and I love that. 

Ellie won #MeMAdeShade...Laura
      Evans



What’s the mix of shades you make to sell versus 
lampshade commissions, as part of your business? 

commissions and the rest shades 
I create for shop space.  Each 
shade and base is unique and the 
ones I create for the shop are a 

I can create for their home.

We understand you’re moving 
into a new space to retail your 
lampshades?  Can you tell us 

-
ence this will make? 

space but it wasn’t big enough so I moved back home. 

I have since taken to painting, which I love and need more 
space to grow.  Being a parent and working from home 
has its challenges, so the new space will make this so much 
easier.

having this new 
space is going to 
make a world of 

so excited for the 
future. 

Also with Covid 

practice will have 
to change. It isn’t 
going to be as 

homes, so having 

can come to me and bring paint samples, and old shades, is 

 

Do you have any tips for new lampshade makers in 
business?

What kind of creative workshops do you run? 

When time allows, I run lampshade making workshops and 
printmaking workshops.  I haven’t been able to run these 
the last 12 months and I’m hoping the new larger space will 
enable them to start up again.

Hmmmm I get asked that all the time, as I have 3 children.  I 

juggle time between us.  I tend to do ad-

 
Do you have a routine or do you work 

hours, but now I have new premises, it’s 
-

When are you at your most produc-
tive? 

Don’t over price to start with, but at the same time be 
sensible and work out time and costs, and make sure there 

spent recouping the costs of equipment and material set 
up costs. 

Have short and long term goals, and remember Rome 

-
ing curve. 

said “there’s nothing worse than making a mistake and not 

www.lauraevansartist.co.uk
@lauraevansartist



Can you tell us a little bit about yourself 
and the creative things that you do?

Are you a newbie lampshade maker or have you 
made up a Needcraft Lampshade Making kit 
before?

What do you love about 
the shade you entered 
for the #memadeshade 
competition?

What do you like most about the Needcraft Lamp-
shade Making Kits?

Any plans to make more lampshades?

Ellie won our monthly competi-
tion #MeMAdeShade in May 
2021 and shared how she 
started making lampshades 
and set up her online shop. 

EDA 
      Ellie Davison Archer

www.elliedavisonarcher.co.uk
@elliedavisonarcher



FREE 
Advice 
& Support
to all our Lampshade Makers. 
There are many tools and 
platforms online to support your 
new lampshade making venture. 

Live Virtual Workshops. 

A Blog full of educational posts and inspiring stories 
from our Makers. 

Social Media profiles packed with inspiration and 
support.

Plenty of instructions and advice on the website.

A friendly team at Dannells that are just a phone call 
away to answer all your questions, whether you are a 
hobbyist or an entrepreneur in search of a new 
opportunity. 

Dannells has a Facebook group with over 2000 friendly 
shade makers who are always ready to answer any 
questions and share insider tips.

Over 40 video tutorials on Youtube.




