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WELCOME TO MANHATTAN PORTAGE.

Back in 1983 there was a simple philosophy that 
Manhattan Portage set out to achieve; to take the 
hard-wearing functionality of outdoor gear and 
bring it to an urban audience. 

More than thirty years on and our materials and 
design know-how have helped to define an urban 
aesthetic that is chic, innovative and confident.  
We call that ‘New York Tough’. 
 
Our collection has expanded with the top sellers 
from across the globe in timeless colourways that 
work hard for all kinds of urban adventurers. 

DOWN TOWN SMART
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MESSENGER BAGS

Our messenger bags deserve their street cred; 
they are reliable, water-resistant and hard-
wearing. What was originally designed for bike 
messengers in NYC and DJs in the East Village 
has become mainstream thanks to innovative 
designs, high quality materials and excellent 
craftsmanship. They are ‘New York Tough’.



DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 34.9cms x 27.9cms x 11.4cms
Capacity: 11L

DESCRIPTION
You’ve got parties lined up all over town but not enough time 
to change wardrobe, you’ll have the room you need for your 
entertainment and your threads with our most popular DJ bag.

FEATURES
• Zippered compartment behind the flap
• Slim open top slide compartment in the inside for folders
• One main interior compartment for total utility loading
• Will fit about 15-20 vinyl records for DJs
• Add iPad, magazines, sweatshirt to the eclectic bag contents!
• Adjustable shoulder strap
• Double reinforcement on the corners for durability
• Water-resistant coating

1428
DJ BAG MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Orange
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 36.2cms x 27.9cms x 8.9/16.5cms
Capacity: 9/13L

DESCRIPTION
The Europa Bag is fully expandable at the pull of a zipper. Its main 
compartment features an internal divider and zippered pocket for 
maximum organisational capability. Its lid features a large zippered 
external pocket for easy-access items and is secured with twin buckle 
closures. A zippered pass through sleeve allows for compatibility with 
rolling luggage. 

FEATURES
• Main compartment with one zippered pocket and a divider
• �Back pocket can attach bag to piece of rolling luggage
• �Fully expandable with a zipper that allows the depth to double
• One zippered pocket with zipper closure underneath the flap
• One zippered pocket on the flap for items one wants handy
• Pocket on back can be used to carry flat items
• 2” wide adjustable nylon webbing shoulder strap
• Double buckle closure
• Water-resistant coating
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1439Z-C
EUROPA WITH BACK ZIPPER & COMPARTMENTS MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Grey, Orange
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 40.6cms x 27.9cms x 10.2 / 19cms
Capacity: 11.5L

DESCRIPTION
The Europa Bag is fully expandable, able to go from 11.5 to 16L at the 
pull of a zipper. Its main compartment features an internal divider and 
zippered pocket for maximum organisational capability. Its lid features 
a large zippered external pocket for easy-access items and is secured 
with twin buckle closures. A zippered pass through sleeve allows for 
compatibility with rolling luggage.

FEATURES
• Main compartment with one zippered pocket and a divider
• �Back pocket can be unzipped and used to attach bag to piece of 

rolling luggage
• �Fully expandable with a zipper allowing the width to be doubled
• Two large pockets with clasp closure underneath the flap
• One zippered pocket on the flap for items one wants handy
• One open pocket on the back for magazine or newspaper
• 5cm wide adjustable nylon webbing shoulder strap
• Double buckle closure
• Water-resistant coating
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1440Z
EUROPA DELUXE WITH BACK ZIPPER LARGE
Black, Navy, Grey, Olive
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 19/26.7cms x 19.1cms x 13.3cms
Capacity: 4.8L

DESCRIPTION
Classic New York Style, true to the roots, made for today. Tried and 
tested, resilient CORDURA® Classic Fabric mini messenger bag is 
ready for adventure. Comfortable and dependable this discreet mini 
messenger bag is perfect for everyday essentials.

FEATURES
• CORDURA® Classic Fabric
• Adjustable shoulder strap
• �Velcro fastening
• 1 zip compartment
• Signature red 420D Nylon lining.

1603
MINI NY MESSENGER BAG
Black, Navy
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 32 / 22cms x 20cms x 14cms
Capacity: 6L

DESCRIPTION
A redesign of the classic vintage messenger bag, this simple bag  
is shorter than its Vintage Messenger Bag (MD) cousin; perfect for 
smaller frames.

FEATURES
• Nylon
• Adjustable shoulder strap
• �Velcro fastening
• 1 zip compartment
• Signature red 420D Nylon lining.

1605-JR
NYLON MESSENGER BAG JR SMALL
Black
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 20.3/34.3cms x 29cms x 21.6cm
Capacity: 11.1L

DESCRIPTION
A redesign of the classic vintage messenger bag, this simple bag is 
shorter than its Vintage Messenger Bag (MD) cousin making it the 
perfect all-rounder.

FEATURES
• CORDURA® Classic Fabric
• Adjustable shoulder strap
• �Velcro fastening
• 1 zip compartment
• Signature red 420D Nylon lining.

1605V
VINTAGE MESSENGER BAG SMALL
Black, Navy, Grey, Dark Brown, Orange, Purple
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 27/38cms x 24cms x 17cms
Capacity: 11.1L

DESCRIPTION
Designed from the roots of the tried and true classic messenger bag 
with a modern twist. The front flap is secured by two durable exterior 
buckle straps ensuring ease of access and security. The water-
resistant coating on the fabric ensures items stay dry. The interior 
pockets are roomy and zip pockets on the inside separate smaller 
and delicate items to prevent damage on the move. The soft shoulder 
strap provides extra comfort. Durability is in-built with double-layer 
reinforcements on the corners.

FEATURES
• �One zippered pocket on the front flap 
• Two zippered pockets underneath the flap
• Additional small zippered pocket inside the main compartment
• �One open pocket on the back for magazine and newspaper
• Double reinforcement on the corners for durability
• Water-resistant coating
• Soft shoulder strap for comfort carrying around the shoulder
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1606-JR-900
NY MESSENGER BAG JR MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Grey, Orange
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 25.4/39.4cms x 32cms x 20.3cms
Capacity: 14.4L

DESCRIPTION
This vintage messenger bag is a Manhattan Portage classic. The bag 
design is simple and allows you to carry lots of gear with ease.

FEATURES
• Large opening to access main compartment
• Strong hook and loop closure
• Interior zippered compartment to separate smaller items
• Comfortable strap keeps this bag neatly on your shoulder
• �Indestructible metal strap adjuster makes sure that you can adjust 

the strap for years to come
• Water-resistant coating
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1606V
VINTAGE MESSENGER BAG MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Grey
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 34.3/47cms x 30.5cms x 19.1cms
Capacity: 23.6L

DESCRIPTION
The NY Messenger Bag is great to use as a school bag or travelling bag. 
Perfect for hauling heavy loads and large items.

FEATURES
• �One zippered pocket on the front flap (good for keys, small change 

or metro card)
• �Two zippered pockets and one open pocket (with attached clip and 

key ring) underneath the flap
• �Large roomy interior compartment for books, folders, laptop, or 

clothing
• Additional small zippered pocket inside the main compartment
• One open pocket on the back for magazine and newspaper
• Both hook and loop and buckle closures
• Double reinforcement on the corners for durability
• Water-resistant coating
• �Soft shoulder strap and handle on the top for carrying it by hand or 

across the shoulder
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1607
NY MESSENGER BAG LARGE
Black, Navy, Grey
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 34.3/47cms x 30.5cms x 19.1cms
Capacity: 20L

DESCRIPTION
Designed to keep pace with city life, the Pro Bike Messenger Bag 
features two reflective stripes for optimum night-time visibility,  
a large main compartment secured by hook-and-loop closures,  
a large external zippered compartment for quick-access items and  
an indestructible metal strap adjuster.

FEATURES
• Large opening to access main compartment
• Strong hook and loop closure along with two buckle closures
• Interior zippered compartment to separate smaller items
• One large zip pocket below flap for accessories
• �Indestructible metal strap adjuster makes sure that you can adjust 

the strap for years to come
• Vinyl lining makes this bag 100% waterproof
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1617
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MESSENGER BAG MEDIUM
Black, Navy
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Model 1606V 1607 1617 1605V 1428 1439Z-C 1440Z 1606-JR-900 1605-JR 1603
Width 
CM 25.4 / 39.4 34.3 / 47 34.3 / 47 20.3 / 34.3 34.9 36.2 40.6 27 / 38 32 / 22 19 / 26.7

Height 
CM 32 30.5 30.5 29 27.9 27.9 27.9 24 20 19.1

Depth
CM 20.3 19.1 19.1 21.6 11.4 8.9 / 16.5 10.2 / 19 17 14 13.3

Litres L 14.4 23.6 20 11.1 11 9 / 13 11.5 11.1 6 4.8

AT A GLANCE
MESSENGER BAGS IN HEIGHT ORDER
View our messenger bag collection arranged in height order from the 
highest to lowest. The capacity data in Litres is included to show how 
much stuff each bag can carry. Find the complete data list of all the 
Manhattan Portage bags on page 48-49.

MANHATTAN PORTAGE | AT A GLANCE: MESSENGER BAGS IN HEIGHT ORDER | 25 



BACKPACKS

Designed to get you and your gear from A to B  
with ease and comfort. Manhattan Portage 
backpacks are versatile, hard-wearing and fit-for 
purpose. Whether it’s a day trip, a work commute 
or a weekend get-away our backpacks can handle 
whatever you want to throw in them. 



DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 29cms x 39/36cms x 11cms
Capacity: 12L

DESCRIPTION
The Big Apple Backpack sits comfortably on your back while carrying 
all your stuff in this strong classic style bag. Stick with the company 
(and the city) that has made the best from the start, and roll with the 
Big Apple Backpack Ver 2. With its added feature laptop sleeve and 
enduring design it’s a reliable companion.

FEATURES
• Spacious main zippered compartment with laptop sleeve
• Front roomy compartment with dual zippers for smaller items
• Top easy carry handle
• Mesh-padded back for added comfort
• �Non-slip shoulder straps to make sure your bag stays secure during 

your travels
• Water-resistant coating
• 2 Mesh side pockets
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1210-2
BIG APPLE BACKPACK VER. 2 MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Grey
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 40.6cms x 66cms x 15.24cms
Capacity: 25L

DESCRIPTION
Ergonomically designed with an ultra-low profile, the Manhattan 
Portage J Bag rewrote the rule book when its original version dropped. 
Its fully adjustable strap can be worn over either shoulder, its main 
zippered compartment has an 8.9L capacity with a smaller zippered 
compartment on the front for everyday carry items. The J Bag’s 
carefully engineered design allows for even load distribution and its 
rear side features a reflective strip for night-time visibility.

FEATURES
• Zippered pocket on the front for your smaller items
• Large main zippered compartment
• Wearable over either shoulder
• �Triangular adjustable body strap for stability while on the go
• Padded shoulder strap for extra comfort
• Ergonomic design that distributes weight evenly across back
• Reflective strip for night-time visibility
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1239-2
J BAG VER. 2 LARGE
Black, Grey
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 33cms x 38.1cms x 10.2cms
Capacity: 12.8L

DESCRIPTION
With three-way carry and a classic silhouette, the Commuter Laptop 
Bag is perfectly designed to get you from A to B with ease. Features 
include twin buckle closure, two zippered external pockets – one large, 
one small, a generous main compartment with an internal divider 
and an integrated and heavily padded 17” laptop sleeve, a detachable 
shoulder strap, hideaway backpack straps, a reinforced top-carry 
handle and a zippered pass-through sleeve compatible with any piece 
of rolling luggage.

FEATURES
• Shoulder pad included on detachable shoulder strap
• �Back pocket can be unzipped and attached to piece of rolling luggage
• Padded laptop sleeve able to accommodate up to a 17” laptop
• Three different carry options with hideaway back straps
• Double buckle closure
• Two exterior zippered pockets on front flap
• One roomy zippered pocket with organizer underneath the flap
• Water-resistant coating
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1417Z
COMMUTER LAPTOP BAG WITH BACK ZIPPER (17 IN.)
Black, Navy, Olive

MANHATTAN PORTAGE | BACKPACKS | 33 



DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 36cms x 43/55cms x 13cms
Capacity: 20/25L

DESCRIPTION
The Apex Backpack is made from our signature fabric: 1000D 
CORDURA® Classic Nylon. With a water-resistant roll-top design, side 
extension straps, and D ring accents, this backpack is great for both 
travel and everyday carry.

FEATURES
• Water-resistant roll top design.
• Zippered front pocket.
• Side cinch straps.
• Easy access zipper to the main compartment.
• Breathable mesh back panel.
• D ring accents (attaching carabiners / accessories).
• Chest stabiliser strap.
• Top carry handle.
• Signature red 420D Nylon lining.
• Internal divider pocket.
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric.

2209
APEX BACKPACK MEDIUM
Black, Navy, Red
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Stash valuables securely and access essentials 
easily with our selection of handy urban-living 
bags designed for all kinds of trips from shopping 
to days out. For accessories our replacement 
shoulder pads can be attached to any bag to 
alleviate pressure and ensure cushioned comfort.

OTHER BAGS & 
ACCESSORIES



DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 27.9cms x 11.4cms x 8.9cms
Capacity: 2.1L

DESCRIPTION
The epitome of urban chic, the Alleycat Waist Bag is the perfect 
solution for keeping your daily essentials secure and to hand. With two 
zippered compartments and a fully adjustable strap that can be worn 
around the waist or cross-body, the Alleycat Waist Bag is as agile as a 
bag can be. An adjustable nylon strap with buckle closure comfortably 
secures the bag to any waist or chest.

FEATURES
• �Small zippered pocket on front perfect for keys, cell phone, and 

other small items
• �Zippered main compartment large enough for wallet, camera, iPod 

and other daily necessities
• Water-resistant coating
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1101
ALLEYCAT WAIST BAG 
Black, Navy, Grey
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 33cms x 34.9cms x 12.7cms	
Capacity: 14.7L

DESCRIPTION
A practical take on the traditional tote bag, perfect for carrying your 
bottled water, papers and everyday essentials.

FEATURES
• �Spacious interior compartment with a mesh water bottle holder.
• Zippered pouches on both front and back of the bag.
• Interior zippered compartment to separate smaller items.
• Double reinforced stitching on corners for durability.
• Durable nylon carry straps and shoulder strap.
• Water-resistant coating.
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric.

1302
GREENWICH TOTE BAG 
Black
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H x D: 15.9cms x 20.3cms x 5.1cms
Capacity: 1.8L

DESCRIPTION
This crossbody bag features a removable shoulder strap, a belt loop 
and an external zippered pocket for smaller, pocket-carry items, the 
City Lights Bag is the ideal companion for quick day trips.

FEATURES
• Carry with shoulder strap or belt loop
• �Larger compartment to hold your mp3 player, wallet, and phone
• Water-resistant coating
• Small zippered compartment for keys and metrocards
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1403
CITY LIGHTS SMALL
Black, Navy, Grey, Olive
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H: 8.3cms x 29.8cms
Capacity: na

DESCRIPTION
Our large shoulder pad is perfect for those who carry heavy loads on 
their shoulders. Simply attach this removable shoulder pad onto any 
shoulder bag or messenger bag and feel the cushion instantly alleviate 
pressure. Over time, the thick padding conforms to the shape of your 
shoulder for maximum comfort.

FEATURES
• Hook & loop fastening fits neatly anywhere on your bag strap
• Thick padding for extra comfort
• Adjustable to most comfortable location on strap
• �Designed for use with any of Manhattan Portage’s shoulder and 

messenger bags
• Fits any strap up to 2.5 inches wide
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1001
SHOULDER PAD LARGE
Black, Navy
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DIMENSIONS:
W x H: 8.25cms x 22.2cms 
Capacity: na

DESCRIPTION
Our small shoulder pad is perfect for those who carry heavy loads on 
their shoulders. Simply attach this removable shoulder pad onto any 
shoulder bag or messenger bag and feel the cushion instantly alleviate 
pressure. Over time, the thick padding conforms to the shape of your 
shoulder for maximum comfort.

FEATURES
• Hook & loop fastening fits neatly anywhere on your bag strap
• Thick padding for extra comfort
• Adjustable to most comfortable location on strap
• �Designed for use with any of Manhattan Portage’s shoulder and 

messenger bags
• Fits any strap up to 2.5 inches wide
• 1000D CORDURA® Classic fabric

1003
SHOULDER PAD SMALL
Black, Navy
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Model Description Size Width
CM

Height 
CM

Depth
CM 

Litres 
L

1001 Shoulder Pad Large LG 8.3 29.8 na na

1003 Shoulder Pad Small SM 8.25 22.2 na na

1101 Alleycat Waist Bag - 27.9 11.4 8.9 2.1

1210-2 Big Apple Backpack Ver. 2 
Medium MD 29 39 / 36 11 12

1239-2 J Bag Ver. 2 Large LG 40.6 66 15.24 25

1302 Greenwich Tote Bag - 33 34.9 12.7 14.7

1403 City Lights Small SM 15.9 20.3 5.1 1.8

1417Z Commuter Laptop Bag 
with Back Zipper (17 IN.) - 33 38.1 10.2 12.8

1428 DJ Bag Medium MD 34.9 27.9 11.4 11

1439Z-C Europa with Back Zipper & 
Compartments Medium MD 36.2 27.9 8.9 / 16.5 9 / 13

1440Z Europa Deluxe with 
Back Zipper Large LG 40.6 27.9 10.2 / 19 11.5

1603 Mini NY Messenger Bag Mini 19 / 26.7 19.1 13.3 4.8

1605-JR Nylon Messenger Bag JR 
Small SM 32 / 22 20 14 6

1605V Vintage Messenger Bag 
Small SM 20.3 / 34.3 29 21.6 11.1

1606-JR-900 NY Messenger Bag JR 
Medium MD 27 / 38 24 17 11.1

1606V Vintage Messenger Bag 
Medium MD 25.4 / 39.4 32 20.3 14.4

1607 NY Messenger Bag Large LG 34.3 / 47 30.5 19.1 23.6

1617 Professional Bike 
Messenger Bag Medium MD 34.3 / 47 30.5 19.1 20

2209 Apex Backpack Medium MD 36 43 / 55 13 20 / 25

AT A GLANCE
BAG DIMENSIONS
Quickly reference and compare the dimensions and capacities of our 
Manhattan Portage bag collection. 
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ABOUT US
MANHATTAN PORTAGE PHILOSOPHY AND PRODUCTION
There was a simple philosophy that Manhattan Portage set out 
to achieve back in 1983: ‘New York Tough.’ We sought to take the 
functionality of outdoor gear and bring it to an urban audience.  
We took materials like CORDURA brand nylon and high quality plastic 
Delrin buckles and incorporated them into a new urban aesthetic  
that is chic, innovative and confident.
  Our bags and backpacks have since earned their street cred; they 
are reliable and tough companions on the streets of New York City, the 
epicenter of culture. What was originally designed for bike messengers 
in NYC and DJs in the East Village has become mainstream. Despite our 
lasting success, we remain committed to the fundamental guidelines 
that we set years ago for great innovative designs, the use of high 
quality, tough materials and excellent craftsmanship.
  We’ve used the experience, skills, technical innovations and the 
successes of the past three decades to expand and diversify our 
portfolio to meet the challenges of the new century. Our versatility, 
durability, and adaptability have allowed us to survive the ebb and 
flow of mercurial fashion tides, that’s why we own ‘New York Tough.’ 
It’s become part of our history and it’s in our DNA.

NEW YORK TOUGH & DOWNTOWN SMART
Born out of the challenging, gritty landscape of the New York City 
streets more than three decades ago, we were original pioneers of the 
authentic messenger bag that captured the spirit of New York City. 
And like the city, we have endured, we have grown, we have expanded 
and we have survived because Manhattan Portage is ‘New York Tough’. 
We’ve maintained a unique urban aesthetic based on the street art, 
pop art and iconography of New York City life that we call ‘Downtown 
Smart.’
  With our iconic red label of the Manhattan skyline emblazoned on 
every bag, backpack and briefcase, Manhattan Portage has become 
much more than a local legend. We’ve been able to avoid becoming 
another fleeting fad and withstand the test of time because that’s 

exactly what our bags do. More than thirty years later, ‘New York Tough 
and Downtown Smart’ still rings true. From Montreal to Melbourne, 
Osaka to Oslo, and Stockholm to San Francisco our Red Label, Black 
Label, and Token products can be found across the globe.

MANUFACTURING PHILOSOPHY
Here at Manhattan Portage, we’ve been designing and producing 
handmade bags since 1983. Our manufacturing philosophy throughout 
the past 30 years can be defined by three basic tenets: the design of 
the bag, the choice of components and maintaining overall quality 
control.
  First, Manhattan Portage spent its early days designing bags to meet 
the practical urban need of New Yorkers whose only option at the time 
were outdoor accessories. By deciding to turn the popular outdoor 
bags into street gear specifically for city dwellers, the Manhattan 
Portage line of messenger bags and DJ bags were born. We still 
design our entire line of bags in New York City and are committed to 
maintaining the integrity of our products.
  Second, all Manhattan Portage products are constructed from the 
best quality materials, designed for the rigours of modern life and 
crafted with expert care.
  Third, detailed craftsmanship and numerous quality controls 
during all stages of production mean that our products are ready for 
adventure.

PRODUCTION
We take pride in our ‘global’ manufacturing process: New York is where 
our bags are designed and key components are made (Original wax, 
Cordura yarns, and A-grade leather); Taiwan is where production 
occurs. Our presence in both locations is fueled by experienced 
craftspeople who are dedicated to providing our customers with high 
quality products at the best possible value.
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CONTACT US
CENTRAL TRADE LTD
1 Addison Bridge Place London W14 8XP

T: 020 7371 6554
E: sales@centraltrade.co.uk


