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Quintas Cleantech? LEASE YOUR 

LAND FOR SOLAR 
DEVELOPMENT

Who we are?
Quintas Cleantech is a solar plant developer, 
looking to develop projects across the United 
Kingdom. 

Together with our sister company, Quintas 
Energy - a leading solar PV asset manager, 
with over 200 UK solar farms under management 
- we have an all-round understanding of how to 
develop, construct and manage solar farms in a 
way that considers the interests and concerns 
of the various stakeholders. Based in the UK, 
but with offices around the world, we have a 
strong team of over 150 solar PV specialists, 
with expertise and experience in a wide range 
of matters affecting solar farms and the local 
communities they are based in. 

We believe that green energy will be at the 
heart of Britain’s economic recovery, and we 
are passionate about the role we play in this. We 
understand that local stakeholders are key to the 
success of the development, construction, and 
operation of solar farms. That is why we want to 
work closely with landowners who are interested 
in leasing land for solar development. Our ethos 
is to develop good quality sites as we are in it 
for the long run: The solar plants we build will 
be built to last and will remain with the same 
owner and under the same asset management 
long after construction. This means that 
landowners will be able to turn to us, a single 
counterparty, with any questions or concerns, 
from inception of the development process 
through to construction and then through to the 
plant being operational.

Given the current uncertainty facing the farming 
sector, there couldn’t be a better time to diversify 
your income stream by leasing your land for solar 
development. 

Leasing your land for solar development will 
guarantee you a steady, inflation-linked rental 
income stream for the next 30 to 40 years and 
help the UK reach its net carbon goals more 
quickly. 

As well as securing a rental 
income, we are happy to 
discuss options for you to 
provide ongoing grassland 
maintenance over the 
lifetime of the plant, creating 
potential long-term income 
streams earned by your farm 
staff and your equipment. 

As seasoned solar PV specialists, we will handle all 
matters - technical, legal or financial - pertaining to 
the solar farm, meaning that you can simply enjoy 
an income stream without worrying about any of 
the operational matters.

The development process includes comprehensive 
environmental assessments that will ensure that 
local biodiversity is respected. Landscaping and 
ecology management 
plans will be put 
together by expert 
ecologists, and 
followed carefully, to 
achieve this. Visual 
impact assessments 
will also be 
undertaken during this process, ensuring that the 
site blends in with its surroundings on an aesthetic 
level as well.

As a principled and respectful counterparty, we 
will make sure that the lease agreement contains 
all the protections you would expect - from 
decommissioning obligations to comprehensive 
insurance requirements. Your lease agreement 
can also be tailored to include any special 
requirements you may have. For example, would 
you like to graze the site with sheep? Not a problem 
- we will make sure that the lease agreement 
contains a grazing licence to allow this. 



COULD YOU LEASE YOUR LAND FOR SOLAR PV DEVELOPMENT 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE

Initial Feasibility
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1. Grid connection check – we will 
study the electricity network in your 
area to assess the possibility and 
costs of connecting a solar farm.

2. Yield check – we will identify 
the expected solar irradiation and 
calculate the energy production 
potential of the solar farm.

3. Financial viability check – we 
will analyse if the expected grid 
costs and yield make for a feasible 
project. We can then also indicate 
the rents per acre the solar farm 
could likely afford.

4. Land exclusivity – if a project 
is viable and you are happy with 
the likely rent, we would ask you to 
agree exclusivity with us.*

5. Site visit – we will visit your land 
at a time that is convenient for you. 
During this walkover we will make 
notes and take photographs of the 
land and its surroundings.

6. Site layout and design – we will 
design the solar farm, taking into 
account the feedback from the 
site visit. We will at this stage also 
assess the suitability of battery 
storage in parallel to solar PV.**

1. Apply for grid 
connection – at this point, 
we will engage our grid 
consultants to prepare 
and submit the formal grid 
connection application 
form.

2. Preliminary studies – we 
will engage our planning 
consultants to undertake 
the preliminary ecological 
appraisal and the heritage/
archaeology assessment.

1. Accept grid connection 
offer once received – it 
normally takes 90 days to 
receive the grid connection 
offer, from the point of 
applying. Upon receiving 
the offer, we will analyse 
it with our solicitors and 
our grid consultants 
and depending on the 
outcome, we will accept it 
and place the grid deposit.

2. Agree lease option 
agreement with you – 
once we have accepted 
the grid connection offer, 
we would seek to put 
in place a lease option 
agreement with you. We 
will cover your legal and 
land agent fees as part of 
this process.

Grid Application & 
Studies
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Secure Grid & 
Lease Option
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1. Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) 
screening – at this point, 
we would submit an EIA 
screening opinion request 
to the local planning 
authority. This will allow us 
to determine if we have to 
undertake an EIA or not, 
as part of the planning 
process.

Environmental
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Plannin 
Permission

1. Further studies, 
community engagement 
& planning process – 
this step involves us 
commissioning the various 
studies required as part of 
the planning permission 
application process. We 
would undertake the 
appropriate community 
engagement in order 
to consult with the local 
community regarding 
our plans and to ensure 
their feedback is taken on 
board.

2. Planning permission 
granted – this usually 
takes a few months from 
the point at which the 
application has been 
validated by the local 
planning authority.

Construction
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1. Engage engineering, 
procurement and 
construction (EPC) 
company – we 
will undertake a 
comprehensive tender 
process to select the best 
possible EPC company to 
build the solar farm and 
we will enter into an EPC 
contract with them.

2.  Construction of 
solar farm – a standard 
condition of planning 
decisions is that 
construction must start 
within 3 years of the 
planning permission start 
date. Connect Plant 

to Grid
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1.  This date tends to 
be determined by the 
distribution network 
operator’s schedule.
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* Our exclusivity agreements run for 12 months. 
Please ask us if you would like a template copy of this 
agreement so that you can see what this would entail 
prior to commencing any of the above steps.
** We are continually monitoring the solar PV 
and battery markets and will update the design 
throughout the project to take advantage of advances 
in technology and thereby optimise the productivity 
of the solar farm. Quintas Cleantech SL | CIF B90017773 | Avda. República Argentina 25, 4th floor, module 2, Edificio Insur Buenos Aires 41011 Seville

CONTACT US

Would you like to know more?
We would be more than happy to talk you through the 

development process and beyond, and answer any 
questions you may have.  Please feel free to write to our 

colleague Cynthia at:

cynthia.vanrhijn@quintasenergy.com  
or visit our website scanning the QR code.


