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1st Containers: The UK’s Leading 
Container Supplier

With over 20 years in the market and 100+ years of 
combined sales team experience, 1st Containers is 
the UK’s trusted name in shipping containers. In 
2026, we delivered over 24,000 units nationwide.

Based in Essex with 20 depots across the UK, we 
offer fast delivery and hold the country’s largest 
container stock, including regular one-trip 20ft and 
40ft units direct from China.

We supply containers from 6ft to 45ft, new or used, 
with flexible options to buy, hire, or customise.

Bespoke orders (min. 50 units) built to your spec 
(colour, prefix, vents, and more.)

We also stock specialist units: refrigerated, flat racks, 
open tops, side-openings, and tunnels.

1st Containers delivers flexible, affordable container 
solutions - nationwide.
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Largest Container Stockist in the UK
Under our own prefix ‘ISTU’, 1st Containers, in partnership with 
trusted manufacturers, builds and imports over 15,000 containers 
each year to meet the growing demands of the UK storage 
market.

While most are 20ft DV (Dry Van) containers, we also offer a 
variety of sizes and specifications, from 6ft to 45ft, including High 
Cubes, Side Access, and more, tailored to customer needs.

Alongside our new-build range, we hold a large stock of used and 
lease-spec units, providing flexible options for all budgets.

We maintain a rolling stock of around 20,000 containers across 
our UK depots.

Our experienced global purchasing team sources from key 
international markets, supporting our continued growth and 
commitment to quality.
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One-Trips | Largest Stock in the UK
Under our Prefix 'ISTU' 1st Containers import over 15,000 containers into 
the UK for the storage market to be delivered from one of our 20 
strategically placed depots across the UK.

What we can supply, available in DV and often High Cube

RAL 6007   RAL 5010    RAL 5013   RAL 9005
 

6FT   8FT      10FT         20FT           40FT

Colours
Custom Colours Available. 

Check page 14)

Standard Features

Easy 
Opening 

Doors

Up-to 
18-vents

Factory 
fitted 

Lockbox

Wind & 
Watertight

PU Coated 
Floors
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20' RAL 6007 ISTU Standard Shipping Container 

20' RAL 9005 ISTU Standard Shipping Container 10' RAL 6007 ISTU High Cube Shipping Container 

6' RAL 5010 ISTU Standard Shipping Container 40' RAL 6007 ISTU High Cube Shipping Container 
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Used |  Premium Selection of Used 
Containers Across the UK

Discover our affordable and reliable range of second-hand shipping 
containers, available nationwide. Whether you're seeking secure 
on-site storage or a practical space solution without the high cost of a 
new unit, our used containers offer a trusted, budget-friendly 
alternative. Each container undergoes a thorough inspection and is 
guaranteed to be wind- and watertight, ensuring long-lasting 
durability and performance in a variety of conditions.

 

10FT  20FT    30FT      40FT            45FT

Standard Features

Repainting 
Available

Multiple 
Vents

Lockbox 
Optional

Wind & 
Watertight

(Cut Down)
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40' Used Shipping Container 

Stack of Used 40' Shipping Containers 20' Used Shipping Container 

Inside a 40' Used Shipping ContainerStack of 40' High Cube Shipping Containers
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Specialist Containers
At 1st Containers, we offer a wide range of specialist containers to suit 
almost any operational, storage, or transportation need. Whether you're 
moving oversized equipment, storing perishable goods, or need flexible 
on-site storage, we have the right container - stocked and ready.

Our specialist units are available in new, one-trip, and used conditions and 
can be dispatched from multiple UK locations, ensuring fast delivery and 
reduced transport costs.

Side Opening Containers
Full side-access for easy loading/unloading of awkward or palletised goods 
available in 20ft and 40ft.

Tunnel Containers
Doors at both ends for flexible access - ideal for drive-through operations.

Refrigerated (Reefer) Containers
Temperature-controlled units for cold chain logistics, food, and 
pharmaceuticals.

Open Top Containers
Crane-loadable for tall or heavy cargo; comes with removable tarpaulin 
tops.

Flat Pack Containers
Modular, collapsible storage, perfect for temporary or remote sites.

Flat Rack Containers
Open-sided and end-framed, great for oversized items like machinery or 
vehicles.

Customised Containers
Built to your exact spec - layout, colour, branding, doors, windows, electrics, 
and more.

Whether you're in construction, logistics, events, retail, agriculture, or 
industry, our containers are built to deliver.
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20' Side Opening Shipping Container

40' Flat Racks 40' Tunnel Shipping Container 

Racking inside a 20' Shipping Container10' Reefer
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Multi-Store Self-Store Conversions
Tap into the Growing Demand for Self-Storage in the UK

Turn One Container into Multiple Revenue Streams!

Looking to maximise your storage facility’s potential?

Efficient, Secure & Profitable Storage Solutions
We convert One-Trip shipping containers into multiple secure self-storage 
units, helping you increase rental income , all without expanding your site.

Proven by Operators
Tested and loved by self-storage businesses. Customers appreciate the 
flexibility and accessibility and increased revenue.

Why Choose Our Converted Container Units?

Multiple Layout Options

• 4 x 10ft Units - Ideal for popular, compact rentals
• 5 x 8ft Units - Increased yield against larger units
• 2 x 10ft Units - Best for customers seeking mid-size spaces
• 4 x 5ft Units - Perfect for domestic use and student storage

Secure & Durable

• Anti-vandal features
• Protective lockboxes on every unit
• Steel 1-bar personnel doors

Custom-Built for You

• Any configuration, specification, or colour
• Built to match your branding or facility needs

Need something else? We can help configure containers to your exact needs.
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4 x 10' Multi-store

4 x 10' Multi-store Doors Opens 2 x 10' Multi-Store

4 x 5' Multi-Store12 x 10' Multi-Store
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Bespoke Conversions & Expert 
Container Spraying

Tailored Solutions at London & Leeds Depots

At 1st Containers, our London and Leeds depots are 
fully equipped to transform standard shipping 
containers into custom-built, high-quality spaces, 
whether for offices, cafés, storage environments, toilets, 
or retail pop-ups. Every conversion is crafted to your 
exact requirements, with the following services 
available:

Cut-Down & Space Optimisation
Tailored resizing and partitioning to match your layout 
and operational needs.

Doors, Windows & Access Points
Addition of side access doors, roll-ups, double doors, 
and secure entry systems.

Electrics & Plumbing Fit-Outs
Complete internal wiring, lighting solutions, power 
sockets, water connections, and sanitation facilities.

Insulation & Climate Control
Full internal linings with insulation for 
temperature-sensitive environments.

Interior & Exterior Finishes
Premium wall linings, flooring, shelving, and bespoke 
racking systems.
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And when it comes to aesthetics and protection, our advanced 
spraying bay facilities in both depots deliver flawless results:

Surface Prep & Repainting
Thorough cleaning and primer application followed by 
industrial-grade spray coating in your choice of colour or 
finish.

Rust Treatment & Corrosion Protection
Essential anti-corrosion treatments to prolong durability and 
reliability.

Bespoke Branding & Signage
Stand out with customised colours, corporate branding, and 
high-visibility finishes.

Environmentally Responsible Processes
Our spraying is carried out in ventilated, fully compliant bays, 
using low-VOC, eco-friendly paints and coatings.

Together, conversion and spraying services at our London and 
Leeds depots make it simple to both optimise your container’s 
functionality and elevate its appearance, all under one roof. 

From initial consultation to final delivery, we ensure a 
seamless, high-quality service tailored to your vision.
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Delivered In-Full, On Time

At 1st Containers, we know that reliable delivery is just as important 
as product quality. That’s why we’ve developed a strong logistics 
network to ensure containers arrive exactly when and where they’re 
needed.

With a trusted national haulier network, we offer full coverage 
across mainland UK, plus selected offshore locations. Whether 
urban, rural, or remote, we have the infrastructure to deliver.

We also operate our own fleet of rigid and articulated HIAB vehicles, 
with skilled drivers providing precision placement and offloading, 
even on restricted sites. Our HIABs can position containers without 
extra handling equipment.

Every order is managed by our experienced logistics team, who 
coordinate schedules to meet deadlines and minimise disruption. 
Whether it’s a single unit or multiple containers, you can count on 
1st Containers to deliver in full, on time, every time.
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One-Trips | Fresh From the Factory any  
colour you want

Match Your Brand. Stand Out On-Site. Make It Yours.

We can supply shipping containers in any RAL colour straight from the factory 
in China - so whether you want to reflect your brand, make an impact on-site, 
or simply go for something unique, we’ve got you covered.

Custom Paint Options for Every Need

• Factory-Fresh Colour, Direct from Source
• Ordering in volume? We’ll paint your containers at the factory in your 

chosen colour and ship them straight over.
• Available for orders as low as 50 units.
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Helping You Make It | Self Storage
Turn Unused Land into a Profitable Self-Storage Business with 1st 
Containers

For landowners looking to diversify their income, setting up a shipping 
container self-storage business is a smart and sustainable choice. With unused 
land and a booming demand for flexible storage solutions, this venture offers a 
steady, weather-proof revenue stream that’s low maintenance and high 
return.

The UK self-storage industry has seen significant growth in recent years. 
According to the Self Storage Association UK, the sector grew by over 6% in 
2024 alone, with occupancy rates averaging 82% nationally. As urbanisation 
increases and people require more space, demand for accessible, local 
storage solutions continues to soar.

1st Containers has helped hundreds of self-storage businesses launch 
successfully - supplying containers, offering layout advice, and supporting 
expansion every step of the way.
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Why It’s a Smart Move for Landowners

1. Unlock the Value of Idle Land

Many landowners have unused plots - fields, hardstanding, or corners of 
industrial estates - that can be repurposed for container storage. Shipping 
containers provide a cost-effective way to monetise these areas with 
minimal disruption or long-term planning requirements.

2. Quick Setup and Scalable Investment

Shipping containers are far more affordable and faster to deploy than 
traditional storage buildings. Start with a handful of units and expand as 
demand grows. With various sizes and configurations available, you can 
tailor the setup to your land and your budget.

3. Durable, Weather-Proof, and Low Maintenance

Containers are designed to endure extreme weather conditions, keeping 

4. Growing Demand Equals 
Strong Returns

The self-storage market is 
thriving, driven by housing 
shortages, downsizing 
trends, and a growing 
number of small businesses 
needing flexible storage. By 
meeting this local demand, 
landowners can tap into a 
lucrative market with 
predictable monthly income.

customers’ belongings safe 
and secure. Their robust steel 
construction means low 
maintenance costs and a 
long lifespan—ideal for a 
hands-off revenue stream.
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20 Depot locations around the UK

Bathgate
Birmingham x 2
Bridgend
Bristol
Danbury

Doncaster
Felixstowe
Grangemouth
Immingham
Leeds

Liverpool 
Newport
Southampton x 2
Tilbury 
West Bromwich



Stay In Touch

01708 558700
sales@1stcontainers.co.uk
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Why Choose 1st Containers?

Fast & Efficient 
Delivery

Quality Never 
Compromised

Dedicated 
Customer Service

Consistent Stock 
Levels

From quote to 
delivery in just 7 days, 

we aim to provide 
our customers with a 

quick and easy 
service from start to 

finish.

All 1st Containers 
units, new or 

used, undergo 
strict quality 

checks to ensure 
durability and 

longevity.

Our experienced 
team is always 
ready to offer 

expert advice and 
support 

throughout your 
journey.

With strong 
logistics 

connections, we 
maintain high 
stock levels to 
ensure reliable, 

consistent service.




