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Central Proposition

• Support UK Strategic Priorities

• Forward presence and response – choice 

• Warfighting ability built with partners 

• Advantage from C2, Integration & Autonomy 

• Data management & Resilient Cloud
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45 Cdo 
Supported by 
Logs / Fires / Engr / IX / boats

40 Cdo 
Supported by 
Logs / Fires / Engr / IX / boats

N. Atlantic / Med

East of Suez

Aggregate / Disaggregate as reqd. 

Littoral Response Group North 
(NATO lead)

+CSG = ESF 

Littoral Strike Group
Littoral Response Group 
South (surge to IndoPac)
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Programme Overview
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Theatre 
Access

Crisis
Response

Forward 
Engagement

Maritime 
Presence

Detailed Force Design Innovative Programme Delivery Defence 
Outcomes

Key Partners
Aligned with USMC Force Design 
Delivering Combined Seapower – LOE3

Littoral Operating Concept 
UK/NL formation capability

We must:

Meet current and future threats
Offer greater political choice
Be efficient and productive

Our solutions come from:

Extensive Wargaming
Trials and Simulation
Live Exercises
Conflict analysis
Peer review

Strike Network & 
autonomy

Lethality

Light Mobility

Organisation and Training
C

ro
ss

-d
om

ai
n 

In
te

gr
at

io
n

Rapid User
Feedback

Major Dependencies:
Amphibious Shipping – especially Multi-Role Support Ship
Joint Combat Enablers – Strike, Comms, Surveillance, Helicopters; Ld Comd
Joint Support – for forward maintenance and operational logistics

Su
pp

or
t

Surface Manoeuvre
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How it works
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Warning Time and ReadinessDeployed Complexity

Littoral Response 
Group Operations

Littoral Strike 
Group Operations

With Carrier 
Strike Group

FIGHT 
Theatre Access operations 
Support Maritime STRIKE 
Shape for follow-on force

FORWARD ENGAGEMENT 
Specialist Reconnaissance, Intelligence 
Gathering, Capacity Building, Maritime 
Security, Defence Engagement.

Aggregation Threshold
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National: 
LRGs

National: 
Aggregated 
LSG & CSG

JEF 
CJEF

Coalition

NATO CJTFSpecial Operations

Very high Readiness High Readiness
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RESPONSE 
Intervene to PROTECT/EVACUATE 
Intervene to STABILISE 
Counter Terrorist STRIKE 
Maritime Freedom of Manoeuvre
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Integration into the wider Force

• Littoral Strike complements:
• Carrier Strike (and vice versa)
• Deep Recce Strike / Deep Fires
• Cdo Force enables Special Operations

• Provides up threat targeting for long-range precision fires (Incl 
Carrier Strike) to prosecute target sets

• The landward extension of the Fleet (RUSI) – enabling Sea Control
• Crisis response – delivered by land, air or by sea
• Support to NATO operations and NATO transformation
• Must be able to share target quality data with joint / combined forces

• Delivering Combined Seapower (USN, USMC, RN)
• Leading Defence in digital information system transformation
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What next? Future acquisition priorities

• Next approval: Cdo Force Strike Network
• Digital communication, tactical data link, Fires 

integration, uncrewed systems
• Commando Insertion Craft

• Replaces LCVP
• Industry Day 4 Jun 24
• Not just a surface connector

• Multi-Role Support Ship
• Key dependency
• Critical to the Cdo Force Concept of Operations
• Recapitalising the amphibious fleet

• And then?
• Autonomous craft, further network integration, heavy lift
• Iteration, spiral, learning from experience
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Questions

Capt Nick Unwin RN - Programme Director 721/05/2024


