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What you will discover in this report

As the official Knowledge Partner of ISM Middle East, Innova Market Insights brings global intelligence and data-driven foresight to
the region’s leading trade platform for sweets and snacks. This report explores 5 aspects of MENA region’s sweets and snacks market.

What to expect:

« Indulgence will continue to evolve through layered textures, novel ingredients, and exclusive lines
«  Premium launches will stand out with sophisticated formats and bold contrasts

-  Traditional recipes are set to return, reinterpreted through local craftsmanship

«  Health-focused options will gain traction with clean labels and reduced-guilt treats

«  Collaborations and limited editions will spark curiosity and broaden consumer appeal
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Whether you're refining your portfolio or shaping your strategy, this report delivers essential intelligence to
help you navigate MENA’s key trends in sweets & snacks only at ISM Middle East.
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Five things to know about biscuits & sweet baked goods in the Middle East &

Africa

Craft treats with
varied ingredients &
offer exclusive ranges
with decadent fillings

* Broaden ingredient
variety to expand
offerings

Incorporate indulgent
fillings for elevated
appeal

Combine textures to
create multisensory
experiences

Sources: Innova Database

Elevate sweet
moments with

premium layers & bold

flavor contrasts

Explore cross-
category innovations
for inspiration

Elevate with premium-
positioned products

Surprise with
contrasting and
unexpected flavors

Revive globally
inspired recipes while
embracing local
craftsmanship

Celebrate tradition
through artisanal
craftsmanship

Highlight handmade
quality and local
sourcing

Reinvent time-honored
methods and recipes

Elevate treats with
better-for-you claims
& clean labels

Provide healthier
options for quality-
CONSCious consumers

Introduce lighter, guilt-
free indulgences

Focus on simplicity
and naturalness

Use climate-resilient
ingredients and
alternatives

Spark excitement with
fun, limited-time, co-
branded editions &
accessible formats

Boost excitement with
co-branded concepts
and kid-focused
ranges

Offer diverse formats
to suit various
occasions

Highlight playful and
novel snacking
formats

Offer excitement
through limited
editions
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Prioritize taste with a variety of fillings for an indulgent experience

Oman, Jan 2025

Taste/Flavor

is a #1 attribute in MENA,

Vims Biscuits Fourres Saveur Framboise:

influencing consumers’ purchasing Stuffed Biscuits With Raspberry Filling
decision when buying sweets & Algeria, Mar 2025
snacks
Twix Caramel Centres Cookies
Turkey, Sep 2024
Source: Innova Database; Innova Category Survey 2025 (Average of Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey) see%, INNOVA
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Harvest Road Almond Butter Filled Pretzels
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Opportunities in textures to elevate multisensory experiences
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FIIMIUM ICE CREAM IN
EET RICE DOUGH

My Mochi Double Chocolate Mochi Ice Cream
With Chocolate Flavored Bits

Qatar, Jun 2025

Pillowy rice dough around premium creamy ice
cream to give you a uniquely chilled, delicious,
dual texture experience.

Source: Innova Database
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Patiswiss Limited Edition Coconut Milk
Chocolate Freeze Dried Strawberry Dragee

Turkey, Jan 2025

The rich coconut texture and velvety milk
chocolate exterior perfectly match the natural
flavors of the fresh freeze-dried strawberries

inside.

BISCONNI

TavBER

CHeEwy
Or, CAKE»

Bisconni Cakes Very Strawberry Soft
Creamy Chewy Cake

Pakistan, Feb 2025

Ten individual packs of strawberry flavor and
filled soft, creamy and chew cakes.
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Beyond texture, brands can enhance formulation with a variety of ingredients
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BOLINHAS BE FRUTEINA CoM FRUTOS SILVESTRES | BOULES PROTEINEES AUX FRUITS ROUGES 44
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HAZELNUT KUNAFA  §aiaslis
210gm

Bags of Bites Artisanal Biscuits Fix Qatar Hazelnut Kunafa Grove & Meadow Fruit and Seed Simple Truth High Protein Very
Oat And Cinnamon Crunchies Chocolate Biscuits Berry Protein Balls
South Africa, Mar 2025 Qatar, Jun 2025 Kenya, Dec 2024 South Africa, Jul 2025
Made of oats. Wheat free. Chocolate with hazelnut and kunafa Made with buckwheat. Made with dates and berry flakes
Source: Innova Database ~%, INNOVA
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Elevate sweet moments with premium and indulgent layers of flavors

“Luxurious
pecans. Pure

BLAZ0)
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MILK CHOCOLATE PECAN

consumers in MENA
are influenced by
premium quality
(luxury/high-
quality/gourmet
ingredients) while
purchasing sweets &

“Wafer roll filled with
chocolate cream with
hazelnut flavor, coated with
caramel, and crisp coated
with chocolate. Premium

snacks. % M - ,r '~ quality guarantee. Extra
i “l‘l( m cHo’ chocolate and caramel.”
i ra ac'y .
Egypt, Jan 2025 Oman, Jun 2025
Sources: Innova Database, Global Flavor Trends 2025, Innova Category Survey 2025 (Average of Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey) .;.'-?-'.?.. IBTK‘I?KVEAI' ;
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https://reports.innovamarketinsights360.com/Home/ReportDetails?Guid=A87849CC-2826-4BE1-9DFE-C0AF41835EEC

Premium launches are growing across the categories

Mousse Chocolat Classiquée

=% )

' CHOCO ZEN

CAGR* of premium
claims in new sweets &

snacks launches in CHEWY CHEESECAKE Choco Zen Chewy
MENA . Crocowesas 1 Cheesecake Chocolate Bar

United Arab Emirates, Jul 2025

Premium. Made locally in the
UAE with a blend of classic

and modern concepts and the
highest quality ingredients.

Sources: Innova Database
Note: *CAGR is calculated for 2020 - 2024

Memoria Desserts Classic Milk Chocolate
Mousse

Algeria, Jun 2025

- Memoria Desserts is committed to offering a true
[ taste experience using only premium quality
ingredients.

SAION
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Double 2%

WHITE CHOCOLATE ALMOND .

London Dairy Double Black Edition White Chocolate
Almond Ice Cream Bar

Tanzania, Jun 2025

Premium pralines ice cream swirled with butterscotch
sauce, double dipped in salted caramel sauce and white
chocolate coating with almonds.
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Elevate taste profiles with cross-category flavor inspirations

companies to delight them with surprising @
mash-ups that deliver the “wow” effect. | OOO

Trend #3 i Consumers crave the extraordinary, prompting @0
R 4 ’
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o / Chocolate Pie
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CAKE MIX S SETRRY

LY 4 2 CHOCOLATE
¢ A luxurious, molst and rich Christmas frult cake, . " %
Bakes into a delicate ke “- with cherries, pecan nuts and plump vine fruit. £ F New &
sponge cake with a Laced with brandy, topped with an almond y v ) Marsh
blend of robust coffee o marzipan and sweet icing topping L8 allo ‘
& hints of cocoa. Makes poe ¢ e ==
_1medium 2 kayer coke / " 0 > I N
llarge coke: 7 o =

OMEU CHOCOLATE PIE
Nt iegn 3905 125 5 x 13 gow)

Woolworths Food Baking Kit Pick N Pay Luxury Iced Brandy Delico Cappuccino Flavoured Omeli Chocolate Pie With
Tiramisu Inspired Cake Mix Fruit Cake Creme Wafers Marshmallow
South Africa, Oct 2024 South Africa, Jan 2025 South Africa, Nov 2024 United Arab Emirates, Dec 2024

Sources: Innova Database, Innova Top 10 F&B Trends 2025 ~~s%, INNOVA
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https://reports.innovamarketinsights360.com/Home/ReportDetails?Guid=9D36CB32-AA08-4885-8C61-37A539B64113

Brands can appeal to consumers with bold flavor contrasts & unexpected @

pairings

Consumers globally say that their F&B choice is
influenced by new / unique / different flavors

|

“Livoli
COOLALS,
«in Caramel Crunch
led with Sea Salt
[ | “Caramel crunch sprinkled
with sea salt.”

Tivoli Cookies With Caramel
Crunch Sprinkled With Sea
Salt

South Africa, Mar 2025

Sources: Innova Database, Global Flavor Trends 2025

Combining sweetness with salty or spicy
ingredients can create contrasting flavor
experiences that appeal to adventurous consumers.

Domity Double Croissant: White
Cheese With Spicy Jalapeno
and Chocolate Hazelnut Flavor

Egypt, Sep 2024

“Chocolate hazelnut
croissant filled white cheese
with spicy jalapeino.”

soe%, INNOVA
4 & MARKET 10
‘ose® INSIGHTS


https://reports.innovamarketinsights360.com/Home/ReportDetails?Guid=A87849CC-2826-4BE1-9DFE-C0AF41835EEC

Beyond bold flavors, brands can also embrace tradition & craftsmanship @
with artisanal recipes & local ingredients

Artisanal options Locally sourced
(Crofile ]
5 Umati
B\ ALBICOCCA (& abie
: Q N &

Nearly

consumers in MENA are influenced FOR KIDS

by traditional claims while - Sweet Potato &
purchasing sweets & snacks. 7 ( D
ate Rusks

8x15¢ Single-Wrapped

Homemade Apricot Tart Umatie Kooky Rusks For Kids With Sweet Potato
Jordan, Sep 2024 And Date Flavor

Homemade apricot tart. Handmade. Artisan bakery South Africa, Mar 2025
product. Made with locally grown, GMO-free wheat flour,
organic coconut sugar, and real veggies.

Sources: Innova Database, Innova Category Survey 2025 (Average of Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey) .;.'-?-'.g.. wANI?K\{EAr »
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Recreate sweet choices with globally-inspired culinary recipes

Ethnic recipes can deliver authentic
experiences while adding cultural significance. This

launches with a traditional claim can foster a feeling of quality and uniqueness among
(MENA, 2024 vs. 2023) ‘ consumers.

Year-over-year growth of new sweets & snacks

Since 1963

3 Swack mix B
KHAMAN

S

Classic
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Lamesa Rekakat Zaatar: Lebanese Thyme Classic Collection Danish Cookies Gits Khaman Dhokla Snack Mix

Rolls Egypt, Mar 2025 Tanzania, Mar 2025
Senegal, Jun 2025

Source: Innova Database ~%, INNOVA
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Brands can highlight authentic ingredients from diverse origins for quality &
appeal

Using single-origin ingredients can enhance product appeal by offering unique flavors and a sense of
quality, resonating with consumers seeking genuine experiences. This can create a strong brand
identity and differentiate products in the market, while building trust and transparency.

COCOA

"{;H_. DARK COCOA POWDER
wie e qualy nasicd A2

beans tor i

Nomu Cocoa Mama Mamaoul Biscuit With Quality Saudi Firetree Madagascar Sambirano Valley 84
South Africa, Feb 2025 Dates Filling Percent Rich Volcanic Chocolate
Made from quality roasted African cocoa beans. Saudi Arabia, Sep 2024 UAE, May 2025
Biscuits with quality Saudi dates filling. Madagascar sambirano valley 84% rich

volcanic chocolate raspberry and red fruit.

Source: Innova Database ~%, INNOVA
4 & MARKET 13
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Elevating treats by adopting lighter versions for a mindful sweet indulgence

Consumers in MENA say:
“I have increased the
consumption of biscuits & sweet
baked goods because it is

Enhancing the taste and texture of healthier and sustainable
choices makes them not only satisfying but also better for you.

healthy.” M
Live Life Happy' Rolling Pin Co Fruity Cookie Bites
RA , Protein Plus Fiber
;RM’U “.‘;' c Nigeria, Feb 2025
FOOKIE Bl \‘s / Soluble corn fiber, whey protein ‘ - RICHIN
PROTEIN + FIBER isolate, and spirulina extract. Vi ‘ HOTEIN
: obigl it
- |IPEANUT
ok BUTTER
. . Fade Fit Dark Ch lat CHOCOLATE gﬁngﬁgJ(qw
Chocolate Sweet biscuits & ade it Dark Lhoco'ate gt amn |
D & = UAE, Jun 2025
0 0 - - - .
37 A) 28 A) Rich in protein. Preservative
free- No artIfICIaI flavors simple | wholesome | delicious 2 [e | wholesome | delicious
Sources: Innova Database, Innova Category Survey 2025 (Average of Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey), Global Flavor Trends 2025 -. WANé)K\{EAr ”
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https://reports.innovamarketinsights360.com/Home/ReportDetails?Guid=A87849CC-2826-4BE1-9DFE-C0AF41835EEC

Let simplicity shine with real ingredients for crafting sweet experiences

NATSRES®

BAKERY
>BROWNIE:

WHOLE GRAINS, DATES & COCOA

Y

DOUBLE CHOCOI.ATE
(@) amwe & iy =

1 UM g A ARC T YT R

Natures Bakery Double Chocolate Brownie
Oman, Jan 2025

Made with wholegrains, dates, and cocoa.
Plant based. No high fructose corn syrup.
Non-GMO project verified. Nut free. Dairy
free. Vegan certified. Certified kosher. Made
with real ingredients.

Sources: Innova Database, Innova Category Survey 2025 (Average of Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey)

31%

of sweet & snack consumers in MENA say
that “made with real ingredients/ natural
claims” most influence their purchase

decisions. /

|
|

Benlian What Snack Pizza Flavor
Ghana, Jun 2025

With extra virgin olive oil. With Himalayan salt.

Non fried. No preservatives. Suitable for
vegetarians. Gluten free.
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Redefine sweet indulgence with sustainable ingredients

Faire trade chocolate Leveraging climate-resilient

food ’ alternatives

5t

ingredients

Olam Agri bolsters Nigerian £
food security with heat-
tolerant durum wheat for
pasta

November 27, 2024

SALTED CHRHME[

Gavan nets USS8M to

commercialize clean label ~ CHOCOLATE TRUFFLE -

plant-based fat substitute o

that functions like butter : X % %

December 10, 2024 Ombar Oat Mlk Salted Caramel Chocolate Novy Torta Mega Cocoa Cake Filled With
Truffle Coffee Cream Coated With Chocolate
Jordan, Jun 2025 Egypt, Jun 2024
Fair trade certified according to the fair for life With cocoa butter substitute.
standard (65%).
: i i %, INNOVA
Sources: Innova Database, Food Ingredients First (1), (2) ..: % MARKET 1
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https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/olam-agri-bolsters-nigerian-food-security-with-heat-tolerant-durum-wheat-for-pasta.html
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/gavan-nets-us8m-to-commercialize-clean-label-plant-based-fat-substitute-that-functions-like-butter.html

Drive excitement with co-branded themes & delightful kids' editions

Cake Bites M And Ms Minis Vanilla
Cakes With Chocolate Cream And
Fudge Coating

Bahrain, Feb 2025

Colorful vanilla cakes with chocolate
cream, fudge coating and M & M’s mini

Hasbro Peppa Pig Little Butter Biscuits
South Africa, Oct 2024

1L THE CAKE TN SUST ONE gy

Butter biscuits with milk. Featuring Peppa
Pig.

candies.
\ Garrefour
| | P Kib5
Lays KFC Zinger Potato Chips NOHUT CiPSi ~ Carrefour Kids Milk Corn Flavored
KE'E " United Arab Emirates, Dec 2024 5 o S i o § Chickpea Chips
z.’ié‘é;’z; W KFC zinger flavored potato chips & Turkey, Jun 2025
- S Jiteetd . . . . _ .
,&% Y High fiber. High plant-based protein.
15591 <

Source: Innova Database ~%, INNOVA
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Elevate appeal through seasonal & special-edition launches
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Ritter Sport Smarties In White Chocolate

Source:

Israel, Mar 2025

Limited edition.

Innova Database

+19%

Growth in sweets & snacks
launches with a

seasonal/limited edition claim.

(MENA, CAGR 2020 - 2024)

Massara Express Edition Mixed Baklava

Turkey, Feb 2025

Mixed baklava with pistachios, cashews, almonds,
and walnuts. Certified halal. Express edition.
Limited edition.

soe%, INNOVA
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Brands can deliver an array of versatile & accessible packaging formats

Family pack Recloseable metal tin esealable standing pouches
. g,

R
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Carrefour Sensation
Crok N Nuts: Biscuits
Filled With Hazelnut
Spread

Algeria, Nov 2024

Walkers Scottish
- = Biscuit Assortment

7 Nigeria, Mar 2025

SPUFES 1 Kayy Protein Puffs With

Truffles
Egypt, Jun 2025

Choco Palace

= Dubai Meiji Hello Panda . .
T ] Chocolate Biscuits With Fine Pastries And Wafer
| Pistocio Ko Pistachio Chocolate Mix Every Piece With
Tl Kunafa Flavoured Filling Chocolate
Flavored Turkey, Sep 2024

Oman, Oct 2024

UAE, Jun 2025

Biscuits with Chocolote Flavoured Filling

Source: Innova Database %, INNOVA
§ '8 MARKET 19
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Exploring opportunities through our 360 insights

NEW PRODUCT EXPERT CONSUMER CUSTOM
DATABASE REPORTS INSIGHTS PROJECTS
Track thousands of Specialist analysis and We capture 35 million Our team of consultants
products. Benefit from future perspectives, data points annually, can help you identify
the detailed analysis from macro-level to thanks to our series of opportunities for your
using solid data. detailed analysis. global surveys. business.

Let us tell you what we can do for you by reaching out to us at

contact@innovami.com

Source: Innova Market Insights ~%, INNOVA
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THANK YOU

Reach out to learn more

X2 contact@innovami.com

Meet us on
€ www.innovamarketinsights.com ﬁ @ @ ®
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