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It is because they are such a large part of a business’s footprint that many brands 
are interested in their supply chain’s footprints, and many report on them (see the 
Brands display for more).

You may also be asked about ‘embodied emissions’ of products: this is another 
term used to describe the carbon footprint of a product. The GHG Protocol 
includes product footprint standards and tools.

There are also ISO standards for greenhouse gas management.

ClimateCalc.eu is based on the Intergraf 
recommendations on CO2 emissions 
calculation for the printing industry.

The graphic sector standard defines 
13 relevant parameters along the 
production chain – covering 95 % 
of the scope as shown below.

The Intergraf recommendations on CO2 emissions calculation in the printing industry 

PRODUCT RELEVANT PARAMETERS

Materials

Transport of raw materials

Production of substrate

Production of packaging 
materials 

Production of inks, varnishes, 
toners and cartridges 

Production of fuels (upstream) 

Production of plates, cylinders 
and other image carriers 

Production of Isopropanol 
(IPA), or alternative fountain 
solutions additives, and 
cleaning agents 

Production of plates, cylinders 
and other image carriers 

Production of purchased 
energy

SITE RELEVANT PARAMETERS

SCOPE 1

SCOPE 2

SCOPE 3

CarbonQuota is a technology-led carbon 
management business specialising in the packaging 
and print sector. Their science-first approach is 
blended with a deep understanding of productions, 
materials, and transport for the sector. They work 
with the value chain from the world’s largest FMCG 
businesses through to manufacturers of product.

They have automated the product carbon footprint 
process via an API connection into many the sectors 
MIS applications including EFI, Tharstern and printIQ.

Transport DistributionPrinting

Transport of finished product 

Company owned or 
leased vehicles

On-site combustion 
of fuels

Employees commuting

ClimateCalc - the only international carbon calculator for print 
strictly in line with relevant standards 

The Green House Gas Protocol

ClimateCalc recommendations on CO2 emissions 
calculation in the printing industry

Calculation systems

ClimateCalc

ISO 16759: Quantification and communication for  
calculating the carbon footprint of print media products

ClimateCalc Roadmap 
to CO2 calculation, 

CO2 reduction and CO2 
compensation in  

the printing industry

For more information on this topic, please visit 
fespa.com/sustainabilityspotlight to access 
our FREE online resource centre where you will 
find videos, podcasts and blogs covering key 
topics affecting transformation.


