
 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Barbara Slater to receive IBC2021 International Honour for Excellence  
 
LONDON, UK – 28th October 2021 – The IBC2021 International Honour for Excellence will be awarded to Barbara 

Slater, BBC Director of Sport. She is the first woman to hold the post and a pioneer for women in sports broadcasting 

worldwide. Slater will be presented with the award at the IBC Innovation Awards on the 23rd of November, held 

exclusively on IBC Digital. 

 

"Disparities still exist between men and women's sport in terms of viewership and coverage, but Barbara Slater has 

played a pivotal role in helping level the playing field during her time at BBC Sport," said Michael Crimp, CEO of IBC. 

"The International Honour for Excellence has a long history of rewarding industry pioneers, so it's hugely appropriate 

we recognise Barbara Slater for her commitment to technological excellence and equality in sports broadcasting." 

 

Barbara Slater was born into a life of sport: her father played football for England; her uncle was a professional 

cricketer. She was a talented diver who moved into gymnastics, taking part in the 1976 Montreal Olympic Games. 

After retiring from competitive gymnastics, Slater moved into television and quickly joined BBC Sport, where she has 

worked for 37 years. Barbara was appointed BBC Director of Sport in 2009, and one of her first challenges was to 

develop the remarkable multi-platform coverage of the 2012 London Olympics. Today, she works closely with other 

broadcasters and sports bodies, including advising the International Olympics Commission. In 2014 she was made an 

OBE for her services to sports broadcasting. 

 

For a career in sports broadcasting and leading the way in establishing women's sport and bringing women to the 

fore in sports broadcasting, the IBC2021 International Honour for Excellence will be presented to Barbara Slater. 

 

"I am extremely honoured to receive this prestigious award," said Barbara Slater. "In my years at BBC Sport, I've seen 

an industry transformed. Technology has paved the way to an entirely new level in the quality of coverage, the choice, 

the range. I am so proud of my career in sports broadcasting and would like to say a huge thank you to IBC for this 

accolade, which in turn recognises the significant advancements women's sport has made."  

 

Alongside presenting Slater with the IBC International Honour of Excellence, this year's awards ceremony will also 

announce the winners of the IBC Innovation Awards, the IBC2021 Best Technical Paper Award and a special award 

recognising excellence in this year's Olympics coverage. Winners will be invited to attend a networking reception at 

the live event in Amsterdam in December. 

 

### 

About IBC 

As the world's most inspiring content and technology event, IBC's mission is to Empower Content Everywhere by 

driving thought leadership and innovation across the 250,000 strong global IBC community.  

 

IBC is leading the way in a new era of hybrid events, enabling the industry to gather again for the first time in a while 

in a specially created safe environment. Whether onsite in Amsterdam or online at home, IBC2021 will re-unite 



 

 

 
 

exhibitors, speakers, visitors and all, so they can engage with each other, unlock business opportunities, discover the 

latest innovations and explore the exciting world of content together.  

 

In addition to the world-class exhibition and conference, IBC also encompasses the IBC Daily, and IBC365. For further 

information, please visit: www.ibc.org 
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