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❑ Research Centre at Aarhus University – 

located at Department of 

Management

❑ Research on social science in the food 

system – e.g. behaviour, marketing, 

sector transitions

❑ Values of interdisciplinarity, relevance, 

and excellent research quality

❑ Find us on linkedin and mapp.au.dk
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Find the PlantPro report on https://mgmt.au.dk/plantpro

https://mgmt.au.dk/plantpro
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❑ Concrete product examples 

(instead of just the concept)

❑ Climate communication leads 

association towards ‘innovation 

and ‘environment’ – and away 

from ‘waste’

Aschemann-Witzel, Jessica; Asioli, Daniele; Banovic, Marija; Perito, Maria Angela; Peschel, Anne Odile (2023). Consumer understanding of upcycled foods – Exploring

consumer-created associations and concept explanations across five countries. Food Quality and Preference. 112, 11, 105033. 10.1016/j.foodqual.2023.105033.
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THE WHY OF UPCYCLING



Keating, B. A., et al.(2014). Food wedges: Framing the global food demand and supply 

challenge towards 2050. Global Food Security, 3(3), 125–132. 



Reducing food loss and waste, 

reducing overconsumption, 

Eating less meat and more plant

Using ressources efficiently

Eating diverse: more 

sidestream-based products 

& fish

Biodiversity for more resilience

Avoid soil degradation

Mitigate / adapt to climate change

Keating, B. A., et al.(2014). Food wedges: Framing the global food demand and supply 

challenge towards 2050. Global Food Security, 3(3), 125–132. 



Reducing food loss and waste, 

reducing overconsumption, 

Eating less meat and more plant

Using ressources efficiently

Eating diverse: more 

sidestream-based products 

& fish

Keating, B. A., et al.(2014). Food wedges: Framing the global food demand and supply 

challenge towards 2050. Global Food Security, 3(3), 125–132. 

INCREASING NEED
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Upcycled food in an alternative use 
sense – avoiding food waste through 
rescuing food from wastage.

Aschemann-Witzel, Jessica; Asioli, Daniele; Banovic, Marija; Perito, Maria Angela; Peschel, Anne Odile; Stancu, Violeta (2023). Defining upcycled food: The dual role of upcycling in reducing food loss and 

waste. Trends in Food Science & Technology. 132, 132-137, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2023.01.001.
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Upcycled food in an alternative use 
sense – avoiding food waste through 
rescuing food from wastage.

Aschemann-Witzel, Jessica; Asioli, Daniele; Banovic, Marija; Perito, Maria Angela; Peschel, Anne Odile; Stancu, Violeta (2023). Defining upcycled food: The dual role of upcycling in reducing food loss and 

waste. Trends in Food Science & Technology. 132, 132-137, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2023.01.001.

Upcycled food in a novel use sense 
– avoiding food waste through 
broadening the food resources.
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Upcycled food in a novel use sense 
– avoiding food waste through 
broadening the food resources.

Upcycled food in an alternative use 
sense – avoiding food waste through 
rescuing food from wastage.

From a consumer perspective: 

Are consumers familiar?

❑ Time-dependent

❑ Culture-dependent

Aschemann-Witzel, Jessica; Asioli, Daniele; Banovic, Marija; Perito, Maria Angela; Peschel, Anne Odile; Stancu, Violeta (2023). Defining upcycled food: The dual role of upcycling in reducing food loss and 

waste. Trends in Food Science & Technology. 132, 132-137, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tifs.2023.01.001.



Ændr 2. linje eller ord til

AU Passata Bold

2026 PROF. DR. HABIL.

JESSICA ASCHEMANN-WITZEL

AARHUS UNIVERSITY

MAPP CENTRE – RESEARCH ON VALUE CREATION 

IN THE FOOD SECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT

2 COMMUNICATIONAL 
NARRATIVES



JESSICA ASCHEMANN-WITZEL

2026 PROF. DR. HABIL.AARHUS UNIVERSITY

MAPP CENTRE – RESEARCH ON VALUE CREATION 

IN THE FOOD SECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold THE ‘TYPICAL’ DRIVERS OF ACCEPTANCE

Characteristics that can explain favourable 

reaction to concept and/or products:

- younger age, female gender, education

- not ‘neophobic’, innovation oriented

- environmental concern, frugality-orientation

- ingredient-product match

- familiarity with product

- communication on benefit and added cost
Image: colourbox

Aschemann-Witzel, J., do Carmo Stangherlin, Isadora (2021). Upcycled by-product use in agri-food systems from a consumer point of view: a review of what we know, and what is missing. Technological 

Forecasting and Social Change, 168, 120749. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2021.120749. 
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1 - Climate and Environment

Aschemann-Witzel, Jessica; Asioli, Daniele; Banovic, Marija; Perito, Maria Angela; Peschel, Anne Odile (2022). Communicating upcycled foods: Frugality framing supports acceptance of sustainable product 

innovations. Food Quality and Preference, 100, 104596, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodqual.2022.104596. 

2 - Frugality and Tradition
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Frugality and Tradition 

framing is perceived relatively 

MORE favourable  
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Image: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/01/what-systems-thinking-actually-means-and-why-it-matters-today/

ROLE OF MINDSET CHANGE IN SYSTEMS
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A system is a set of things – 

people, cells, molecules, or 

whatever – interconnected in 

such a way that they produce 

their own pattern over time.

Meadows, 2008
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