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HAY is delighted to introduce Traverse by French designer 
Erwan Bouroullec, a new range of outdoor furniture designed 
to blend into any environment.



Made up of a die-cast aluminium frame with slats in ash 
wood, the range is crafted from honest materials selected 
for their ability to withstand the elements and develop a 
natural patina. In the designer’s own words: “You could leave 
it anywhere and it will age very nicely - Traverse will enjoy the 
rain and the sun, and step by step it will start to melt into the 
space.” 
 
The choice of heat-treated ash results in robust pieces of 
furniture that become more beautiful over time. “Teak wood 
and other rainforest woods are excellent for outdoor use, 
but it is not neccessarily a responsible material choice,” says 
says Rolf Hay, co-founder of HAY. “Believe it or not, this is 
actually ash wood, which normally has a lighter colour, but by 
heating it, it turns brown, drawing out weatherproof qualities 
and allowing the furniture to better withstand the outdoors.”



The collection combines robust construction with an inviting 
expression. The chair and armchairs in particular reflect 
Bouroullec’s simple yet original design that feels at home in 
a variety of settings. “In many ways, it’s a simple chair, but 
Erwan has given a beautiful form to it,“ says Hay.



Traverse is a hallmark of HAY’s innovative approach to design, 
thanks to its efficient production setup. The clever, flat-
packed design relies on a small number of variables, allowing 
it to be easily adapted to different types of furnishings. “In 
the end, we have relatively expensive materials here. But by 
producing efficiently, we can keep the range democratically 
priced,” Hay explains. Bouroullec taps into the sentimentality 
of building furniture: “Traverse is meant to be built by the 
person who is acquiring it; people will create an emotional 
link to the object that they produce, and later, use.”

The collection is named ‘Traverse’ thanks to the symmetrical 
FSC-certified wooden slats that form the surface when 
‘crossing’ the aluminium sections, but the name is also meant 
to convey the passing of time: the idea that furniture should 
mature to feel like a familiar friend. With its well-balanced 
aesthetics and ergonomic design, Traverse’s collection 
of chairs, tables, stools, and benches will provide lasting 
comfort and elegance in a wide range of outdoor spaces.

Prices: 
 
Traverse Quilted Cushion from 75 EUR / 69 GBP / 549 DKK / 
939 SEK / 949 NOK 
Traverse Bench from 479 EUR / 439 GBP / 3.499 DKK / 5.949 
SEK / 6.049 NOK 
Traverse Table from 719 EUR / 659 GBP / 5.199 DKK / 8.849 
SEK / 8.999 NOK 
Traverse Stool - 275 EUR / 255 GBP / 1.999 DKK / 3.399 SEK / 
3.449 NOK 
Traverse Dining Bench from 519 EUR / 479 GBP / 3.799 DKK / 
6.449 SEK / 6.549 NOK 
Traverse Lounge Bench from 659 EUR / 609 GBP / 4.799 DKK 
/ 8.149 SEK / 8.299 NOK 
Traverse Chair from 315 EUR / 289 GBP / 2.299 DKK / 3.899 
SEK / 3.999 NOK 
Traverse Lounge Chair from 439 EUR / 405 GBP / 3.199 DKK / 
5.449 SEK / 5.549 NOK 
All prices are recommended retail prices.



PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 
THIS COLLECTION IS SCHEDULED TO BE AVAILABLE IN 
STORES FROM 3 FEBRUARY 2025 ONWARDS.  
 
KINDLY LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LOAN ANY 
OF THE NEW DESIGNS FOR EDITORIAL PHOTOSHOOTS BY 
CONTACTING PRESS@HAY.COM. 
 
 
DOWNLOADS AND DIGITAL LIBRARY 
 
PLEASE VISIT OUR DIGITAL LIBRARY TO DOWNLOAD HIGH-
RES IMAGES.
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