
PRESS RELEASE 

Designing for Experience & Performance: Balancing Ambition, Environment and 
Reality 

Panel discussion announced for Clerkenwell Design Week 

A panel of industry experts from workplace strategy and environmental engineering will 
come together during Clerkenwell Design Week to explore how the modern workplace 
can successfully balance design ambition with environmental performance. 

Titled “Designing for Experience & Performance: Balancing Ambition, Environment 
and Reality” the discussion will examine how environmental factors such as acoustics, 
lighting and air quality combine to shape the way people experience and perform within 
workplace environments. 

As organisations place increasing emphasis on employee wellbeing, productivity and 
sustainability, offices are expected to do more than ever before. Beyond visual design 
and spatial planning, the environmental conditions within a workplace play a critical 
role in supporting concentration, collaboration and comfort throughout the working day. 

However, delivering these outcomes requires balancing a complex range of priorities, 
including project budgets, programme pressures, compliance requirements and long-
term building performance. 

Hosted at the Clerkenwell showroom of Synergy Creativ and ekko Acoustics, the panel 
will explore how collaboration between designers, engineers and occupiers can lead to 
workplace environments that successfully integrate environmental performance with 
the experience of the people who use them. 

The discussion will be chaired by Andrew Parkin, a leading figure in workplace 
acoustics at global engineering consultancy Cundall. Bringing extensive experience in 
the acoustic design of commercial environments, Parkin will guide a conversation 
exploring how disciplines such as acoustics, lighting and indoor environmental quality 
work together to influence how workplaces function in practice. 

Joining the panel will be representatives from Cundall, global real estate advisory firm 
JLL and Leading office design & fit out specialists Area, offering perspectives from, 
design, environmental engineering and workplace strategy. 

Drawing on real project experience, the session will explore how the ambitions set at 
the beginning of workplace design projects; including wellbeing, sustainability and high-
performing environments are translated into practical outcomes once a building is 
delivered and occupied. 

The panel will also consider the occupier perspective, examining how organisations are 
increasingly evaluating workplace performance and what factors genuinely influence 



decision-making when designing new workplaces or retrofitting existing office 
environments. 

Rather than focusing solely on technical detail, the conversation will highlight the 
importance of integrated design thinking, demonstrating how collaboration between 
disciplines can help ensure workplaces deliver on both experience and performance. 

Taking place during Clerkenwell Design Week, the event is expected to attract 
architects, interior designers, workplace strategists and consultants interested in the 
future of workplace design and the environmental factors that shape successful office 
environments. 

Following the panel discussion, guests will be invited to continue the conversation over 
coffee and drinks at the Synergy Creativ showroom. 

 

Event Details 

Talk Title: Designing for Experience & Performance: Balancing Ambition, Environment 
and Reality 
 
Event: Clerkenwell Design Week 
 
Panellists: Andrew Parkin (Partner, Global Head of Acoustics, Cundall), Georgina Pater-
Bell (UK Real Estate and Workplace Director, JLL), James Geekie (Group Design Director, 
Area), Colin O'Connor (Acoustics Associate, Cundall), Roxana Rakhshani MSLL (Senior 
Lighting Designer, Cundall) Glyn Hodgkiss (Associate Air Quality Consultant, Cundall). 
 
Date: Wednesday 
Time: 12:00pm 
Location: Synergy Creativ Showroom, 82 Turnmill Street, London, EC1M 5QU 

Format: Panel discussion followed by audience Q&A and informal networking. 

 

About the Host Companies 

Synergy Creativ designs and manufactures architectural lighting solutions for 
commercial interiors, working closely with designers and consultants to deliver tailored 
lighting systems for workplace environments. 

ekko Acoustics specialises in acoustic solutions designed to improve sound comfort 
and wellbeing within contemporary workplaces, offering a range of acoustic panels and 
systems for commercial interiors. 


