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DEBATING TOMORROW’S DESIGN: 
A CURATED PROGRAMME AT 
CLERKENWELL DESIGN WEEK 2026
Belgium – 02 April 2026

In the face of bold and urgent demands, the question is no longer simply how to design 
buildings. It’s how to create meaningful environments that will hold their relevance in the face 
of accelerated change.

From 19 to 21 May, modulyss will host a forward-thinking programme during Clerkenwell 
Design Week 2026. Each year, this series of thought-inspiring talks and creative workshops 
brings architects and designers together to examine the forces driving the design of tomorrow.

https://www.modulyss.com/en-INT/insightful-modulyss-talks-and-inspiring-workshops-clerkenwell-design-week-2026


DESIGNING THROUGH CHANGE

Climate pressures grow more intense by the minute. Digital tools are 
reshaping creative workflows. Sustainability is not optional, but essential.  
And users are insisting on spaces that reflect identity, culture and wellbeing.

Architects and designers now face an expanding challenge: building spaces 
that are aesthetically compelling, but also adaptable, inclusive and ready for 
the future.

During Clerkenwell Design Week (CDW), modulyss will engage in that 
challenge, presenting an expert programme rooted in the macrotrends 
shaping the built environment. Conversations will explore the growing 
importance of sustainability transparency, the rising demand for customised 
spatial experiences and the influence of cross-cultural design.

Alongside the talks, two hands-on workshops will invite visitors into a creative 
huddle where they can engage directly with materials from the philosophical 
craft of kintsugi to outside-the-box experimentation with carpet materials.

 Our programme for Clerkenwell Design Week is designed to spark  
dialogue around the changing nature of workspaces. By bringing together 
different perspectives from across the industry, we hope to inspire  
new ways of thinking about wellbeing and the role of design in shaping  
better environments.”

- Chayne Whittington, Country Manager modulyss UK
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TRANSPARANCY IN SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

These days, sustainability is much more than optional.  
It is a design responsibility.

In the talk ‘Transparancy in Sustainable Design’, Samantha Allen (M Moser 
Associates) explores the impact of sustainability transparency on architectural 
decision-making. Transparency must exceed simple compliance.  
It is about trust, rigour and the ability to measure impact across entire  
projects and portfolios.

Bolstered by Allen’s expertise in sustainability and healthy buildings, this 
session will examine how to embed transparency from the earliest stages 
of design, influencing material sourcing, data evaluation and supply-chain 
decisions long before construction begins.

Attend the modulyss Talk ‘Transparancy in Sustainable Design’ on Tuesday  
19 May, 14:30–15:30 GMT. Register here.

CUSTOMISATION AS A HUMAN TOUCH

As uniform spaces begin to fade away, experience-driven environments  
are taking their place.

In hospitality design and workplace design alike, users increasingly expect to 
encounter spaces that reflect identity, culture and behaviour. Environments 
that feel intuitive and memorable.

‘The Power of Customisation in Human-Centric Design’ will take an in-depth 
look at this shift. With a background spanning urban planning, biomaterials 
research and commercial real estate, speaker Savannah Willits approaches 
architecture through interdisciplinary exploration. In her talk, Willits (PLP Labs, 
the research and innovation arm of PLP Architecture) will investigate ways that 
architects can translate human behaviour and cultural context into meaningful 
spatial strategies.

The message is clear: time to stop treating customisation as a luxury  
and discover its value as a strategic design tool.

Attend the modulyss Talk ‘Beyond One-Size-Fits-All: The Power 
Of Customisation in Human-Centric Design’ on Wednesday 20 May,  
10:30–11:30 GMT. Register here.
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https://assets1-eur.mkt.dynamics.com/2b9cb193-82ff-ed11-a66d-000d3a486662/digitalassets/standaloneforms/86bcec78-2b19-f011-9989-000d3a2abc33?readableEventId=Clerkenwell_Design_Week_20262013692427
https://assets1-eur.mkt.dynamics.com/2b9cb193-82ff-ed11-a66d-000d3a486662/digitalassets/standaloneforms/86bcec78-2b19-f011-9989-000d3a2abc33?readableEventId=Clerkenwell_Design_Week_20262013692427


DESIGNING FOR ALL

Workplace environments are changing. In search of more than functional 
square metres, a new generation of talent desires spaces that feel inclusive, 
supportive and meaningful.

In ‘Enriching Environments: An Architecture That Brings People Together’, 
architect and urban planner Subharthi Guha (Zaha Hadid Architects) will 
examine how design can respond and contribute to multicultural and 
neurodiverse workplaces.

With experience across over 50 projects in 30 countries, Guha explores how 
spatial quality influences wellbeing, collaboration and productivity.
When architecture actively supports cultural diversity and different working 
styles, workplaces can transcend the impersonal office setting of the past. 
They become communities.

Attend the modulyss Talk ‘Enriching Environments: An Architecture That Brings 
People Together’ on Thursday 21 May, 10:30–11:15 GMT. Register here.

AI AS A TEAMMATE

Artificial intelligence is putting architectural workflows through a rapid 
metamorphosis. Smarter analysis. Faster processes. Powerful generative tools.

But where should technology assist and where must human creativity remain 
firmly in control? The panel ‘AI as a Teammate’ will bring together leading 
experts to explore the evolving relationship between designers and machines.

Participants include:
•	 Abhinav Chaudhary, Senior Associate Partner at PLP Architecture, 

specialising in computational design and parametric modelling.
•	 Andre Kong, founder of Andre Kong Studio, whose work blends 

conceptual ambition with material experimentation.
•	 Hamza Shaikh, creative AI leader at Gensler, advancing human-centered 

approaches to generative design technologies.
•	 Mariangela Iodice, BIM Coordinator at Make Architects, contributing to 

digital innovation and AI integration in the built environment.

The discussion will be moderated by Alys Bryan, editor of Design Insider.
Together, the panel will pinpoint where automation can enhance design and 
when human authorship must remain at the centre.

Attend the panel discussion ‘AI in Architecture: Augmentation,  
Not Replacement’ on Wednesday 20 May, 14:00–15:00. GMT. Register here.
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https://assets1-eur.mkt.dynamics.com/2b9cb193-82ff-ed11-a66d-000d3a486662/digitalassets/standaloneforms/86bcec78-2b19-f011-9989-000d3a2abc33?readableEventId=Clerkenwell_Design_Week_20262013692427
https://assets1-eur.mkt.dynamics.com/2b9cb193-82ff-ed11-a66d-000d3a486662/digitalassets/standaloneforms/86bcec78-2b19-f011-9989-000d3a2abc33?readableEventId=Clerkenwell_Design_Week_20262013692427


TACTILE EXPLORATION

The first of two creative workshops will shine a light on kintsugi, the Japanese 
art of repairing broken ceramics with precious metals. Participants will 
discover how the concept of damage can be transformed into a poignant 
expression of an object’s journey.

In a second interactive session, attendees will imagine the potential of carpet 
beyond the floor. Experiments with cutting, shaping and assembly will explore 
texture, durability and design versatility, resulting in functional or decorative 
objects, from bags to wearable pieces.

Take part in the kintsugi workshop on Tuesday 19 May, 10:30-12:00 GMT  
Or Crafting Accessories from Carpet Offcuts on Thursday 21 May  
from 13:00 GMT.

Sign up for the CDW workshops via the modulyss website.

EMBRACING DIALOGUE

During Clerkenwell Design Week, the modulyss showroom on Clerkenwell 
Road will become much more than a product showcase.

Meaningful design rarely emerges from a state of isolation. Architects, 
designers and creative thinkers from around the world can gather at modulyss 
to exchange ideas, pique curiosity, upend conventions and envision the future 
they are shaping every day.

Discover the full programme and register to attend all talks and workshops  
via the modulyss website.
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https://www.modulyss.com/en-INT/insightful-modulyss-talks-and-inspiring-workshops-clerkenwell-design-week-2026
https://www.modulyss.com/en-INT/insightful-modulyss-talks-and-inspiring-workshops-clerkenwell-design-week-2026
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ABOUT MODULYSS

We design, manufacture, and supply commercial flooring solutions that bring 
spaces to life. Our portfolio includes carpet tiles, bespoke printed carpets, 
luxury vinyl tiles, rugs, and commercial broadloom, all crafted to meet the 
needs of workspaces, hospitality, education, retail and build-to-rent sectors. 
With a focus on creativity, performance and sustainability, we deliver flooring 
that enhances both the character and functionality of every environment. 
modulyss is part of Belysse NV.

https://www.modulyss.com/en-INT
https://www.belysse.com/en/



