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THURSDAY MORNING, FEB. 9, 2017

Presiding Officer: 
Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law 
Firm, P.C., Austin, TX

9:30 a.m. Registration Opens
Includes light refreshments.

10:20 a.m. Welcoming Remarks

10:30 a.m. 1.00 hr

Special Needs Trusts: Decision Tree Analysis
Learn how to utilize a decision tree approach to 
ask and answer key questions concerning a client's 
need for a special needs trust, and if one is needed, 
which type of special needs trust is the best choice. 

Craig C. Reaves, Reaves Law Firm, P.C.,  
Kansas City, MO

11:30 a.m. 1.00 hr | .50 hr ethics

Maximizing Public Benefits
Review the fundamental rules and professional 
responsibilities every special needs attorney and 
trust officer should understand to protect eligibility 
of a trust beneficiary for SSI and Medicaid. Hear an 
update on recent SSI developments with a focus on 
trust policy; and an introduction to other important 
means tested benefits, including Medicaid waiver 
programs.

H. Clyde Farrell, Farrell & Pak PLLC, Austin, TX
Christina Lesher, The Law Office of Christina Lesher, 

PC, Houston, TX

12:30 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law 
Firm, P.C., Austin, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:50 p.m. .75 hr ethics

Ethical Issues in Joint Representation
In this interactive presentation, examine the ethical 
issues that occur with multiple clients. Through 
hypothetical scenarios, learn how to spot issues and 
determine a resolution with client identification, 
conflicts of interest, and clients with diminished 
capacity.

Rebecca C. Morgan, Stetson University College of 
Law, Gulfport, FL

1:35 p.m. Break

1:50 p.m. .50 hr

Property Code vs. Estates Code: Which is 
Appropriate When Creating Your SNT?

Holly J. Gilman, Gilman & Associates, P.C., Austin, TX

2:20 p.m. .50 hr

Court Accountings for Trusts Established 
Under Chapter 1301 of the Texas Estates 
Code
Trusts established under Chapter 1301 of the Texas 
Estates Code generally require the filing of court 
accountings “in the same manner and form that is 
required of a guardian of the estate.” Understand 
the basic requirements of such accountings, 
including both annual and final accountings, as 
well as when to seek court permission in advance 
for unusual or large disbursements, rather than 
surprising the court at the time of the accounting. 
Are there situations where a court accounting is not 
required on a 1301 Trust? Is the cost and hassle of a 
court accounting a reason to consider alternatives 
to a 1301 Trust? And are there things that a trustee 
can do to make the court accounting process 
proceed in a cost-efficient and timely manner? 

Scott Stebler, Stebler & Sulak, PLLC, Austin, TX
Sarah Sulak, Stebler & Sulak, PLLC, Austin, TX

2:50 p.m. .75 hr

Maintaining SSI Eligibility Once the SNT is 
Created
Mission control: We have a trust!  And the 
beneficiary has certain disabilities. How do you 
maintain eligibility and still provide quality of life 
distributions? Explore best practices and strategies 
for you and your client, including an initial 
meeting to set goals and control expectations, 
documenting the file with court orders and agency 
correspondence regarding payment of subrogation 
liens, obtaining a copy of the notice of change of 
circumstance (e.g., existence of a trust) that was 
filed with the relevant agencies, tips for establishing 
“safety nets” prior to reporting, sample notice 
language, potential distributions, and much more.  

Patricia F. Sitchler, The Law Office of Patricia Flora 
Sitchler, La Vernia, TX

Nancy Sosa, Cadence Bank, Austin, TX

3:35 p.m. Break

THANK YOU TO OUR  
THURSDAY BREAKS SPONSOR

3:45 p.m. .50 hr

SSA Ethical Rules: Mountains or Molehills
Hear a discussion on the Social Security 
Administration's real-life approach to whether fee 
approval is needed for preparing SNTs (a molehill) 
and whether trustees can pay family members to 
care for their beneficiaries (a mountain).

Constance R. Somers, Law Office Of Constance 
Somers, San Antonio, TX

4:15 p.m. .50 hr

View from HHSC
A discussion of current issues and trends from the 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

Shari L. Nichols, Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission, Austin, TX
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES

February 23–24, 2017
SCHOOL LAW CONFERENCE

April 5–7, 2017
HEALTH LAW CONFERENCE

April 5, 6–7, 2017
LAND USE FUNDAMENTALS

LAND USE CONFERENCE

April 13–14, 2017
43RD ANNUAL ERNEST E. SMITH  
OIL, GAS AND MINERAL LAW 
FUNDAMENTALS & INSTITUTE

utcle.org/conferences



4:45 p.m. .50 hr ethics

A HIPAA Compliance Survival Guide
Texas House Bill 300 expands the definition of 
“a covered entity” to any person who comes 
into possession of protected health information. 
Review the top issues and problems in previous 
investigated cases and explore the corrective 
actions taken to avoid fines and penalties from the 
Department of Justice and/or the Texas Attorney 
General’s Office.  

Aleida Villarreal, Law Office of Aleida A. Villarreal, 
San Antonio, TX

5:15 p.m. Adjourn to Reception

THANK YOU TO OUR  
RECEPTION SPONSOR

5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Join program faculty and attendees for  

drinks and hors d'oeuvres.

FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 10, 2017

Presiding Officer: 
Peyton Taylor, Texas Bankers 
Association, Austin, TX

7:30 a.m. Conference Room Opens
Includes continental breakfast.

8:30 a.m. .75 hr

Case Law Update
Review significant cases from the past year, 
including trends represented in those cases and 
suggestions for attorneys working with special 
needs clients.

Elisa Dillard Rainey, Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at 
Law LP, Waco, TX

9:15 a.m. .75 hr | .25 hr ethics

Representing Parties in Supported Decision-
Making Agreements
Hear about practical issues attorneys and 
individuals face when using the new Supported 
Decision-Making Agreement as an alternative to 
guardianship. Learn about the types of clients 
who have not only signed but used a Supported 
Decision-Making Agreement (“SDMA”), and in 
what situations SDMA’s worked or did not work. 
Explore ideas about using the SDMA to deal with 
third parties, and what releases may enhance third 
parties’ cooperation. Review ethical issues, such as 
identifying the client, determining client capacity, 
and whether the supporter owes a fiduciary duty 
toward the individual with disabilities.

Tresi Moore Weeks, The Weeks Law Firm, Plano, TX
Richard Lavallo, Disability Rights Texas, Austin, TX

10:00 a.m. Break

THANK YOU TO OUR  
FRIDAY BREAKS SPONSOR

10:15 a.m. 1.00 hr

Getting It from the Source: SSA Regional 
Trust Lead Presentation Regarding SSI Trusts 
A discussion with the Regional Trust Lead on the 
regional centralization of the SSI trust review 
process, including key players and their roles and 
the handling of reopenings and appeals. Plus, hear 
the newest developments in the review of SNTs, 
including the latest policy clarifications regarding 
trusts and manual notices, and the 90-day 
amendment period with a regional chief counsel 
opinion.

Commentator:
Pi-Yi Mayo, Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo, Baytown, TX

Speaker:
Amanda Flood, U.S. Social Security Administration,
Dallas, TX

11:15 a.m. 1.00 hr

Working with SSA Part II: Updates, Practice 
Tips, and More
The Social Security Administration continues to 
implement changes to its trust review program 
and controls on the administration of Special 
Needs Trusts when SSI is involved. Hear tips on 
communicating with the SSA, the latest policy 
changes, techniques for avoiding problems, and 
what we should expect in the future.

Neal Winston, Winston Law Group, LLC, Somerville, MA

12:15 p.m. Pick Up Lunch
Included in registration.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Presiding Officer: 
Patricia F. Sitchler, The Law Office of 
Patricia Flora Sitchler, La Vernia, TX

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION

12:35 p.m. .75 hr

Advising and Distribution Plans
Explore how creating a distribution plan for a special 
needs trust can be a good tool to coordinate the 
activities of the SNT management team. Discuss 
the advantages of offering distribution advisement 
services, which can be a good source of sustainable 
revenue, and can assist the law firm to better serve 
the beneficiary in identifying problems before they 
happen and acting quickly to minimize disruption 
of benefit eligibility if threatened.

Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC,  
Pacheco, CA

1:20 p.m. Break

1:35 p.m. .75 hr

Decanting and SNTs
The trust instrument actually governing 
administration in a particular instance may be less 
than ideal. Whether it is important to add specific 
“special needs” provisions, or to limit trustee 
discretion, or to provide for trustee succession—or 
any of a host of other changes that need to be 
considered—decanting, trust modification, and 
trust reform are often helpful concepts to master 
and apply capably.

Robert B. Fleming, Fleming & Curti, PLC, Tucson, AZ

2:20 p.m. .75 hr

Crowdfunding: Manna from Heaven, or 
Disaster in the Making?
The road to ineligibility is paved with good 
intentions. Crowdfunding sites (GoFundMe, 
Indiegogo, Kickstarter, to name a few) gather 
thousands and even hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for people in distress, including those with 
disabilities. What happens when public benefits 
are involved? How can SNT attorneys pre-plan or 
crisis plan for beneficiaries—and can SNTs play a 
role? ABLE accounts? Discuss our latest challenge:  
planning for the crowdfunding beneficiary.

Mary Alice Jackson, Mary Alice Jackson, P.C.,  
Austin, TX

3:05 p.m. .50 hr

ABLE: Practical Applications
ABLE Accounts are now available across the 
country. Through a series of case studies, review 
the advantages of this new tool and how it can 
work with a special needs trust, and learn how to 
use this new tool to better serve the beneficiary 
and enhance the special needs trust practice. Plus, 
explore how to partner with disability organizations 
and provide education in their communities about 
both ABLE Accounts and special needs trusts. 

Stephen W. Dale, The Dale Law Firm, PC,  
Pacheco, CA

3:35 p.m. Break

3:45 p.m. .50 hr

Transitioning the Adult Disabled Child
Understand the use of the Pickle Amendment for 
an adult disabled child to obtain medicaid benefits.

Bryn A. Poland, Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo,  
Baytown, TX

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876
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4:15 p.m. .50 hr ethics

Identifying Financial Exploitation
Financial scams are getting more sophisticated 
every year. Strangers, caregivers, and even family 
members sometimes target the accounts of people 
with cognitive impairments. Learn how to identify 
financial exploitation and options to prevent it.

Leah Cohen, arrangeCARE, Austin, TX
Michael J. Curran, Michael Curran, PC, Austin, TX

4:45 p.m. .50 hr

SNT Modifications and Reformations
Discuss the objective of avoiding SNT modifications 
when possible, the reasons why modifications or 
reformations promote a trust grantor’s intent, and 
how an attorney should proceed with the analysis 
and steps.

Renée C. Lovelace, The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C., 
Austin, TX

5:15 p.m. Adjourn

CONFERENCE FACULTY AND PLANNING COMMITTEE

RENÉE C. LOVELACE*—CO-CHAIR 
The Lovelace Law Firm, P.C. 
Austin, TX

PATRICIA F. SITCHLER*—CO-CHAIR 
The Law Office of Patricia Flora Sitchler 
La Vernia, TX

ASHLEE BENNETT* 
Texas Bankers Association 
Austin, TX

LEAH COHEN* 
arrangeCARE 
Austin, TX

MICHAEL J. CURRAN 
Michael Curran, PC 
Austin, TX

STEPHEN W. DALE* 
The Dale Law Firm, PC 
Pacheco, CA

RANDY DREWETT* 
Attorney at Law 
Beaumont, TX

H. CLYDE FARRELL* 
Farrell & Pak PLLC 
Austin, TX

ROBERT B. FLEMING 
Fleming & Curti, PLC 
Tucson, AZ

AMANDA FLOOD 
U.S. Social Security Administration 
Dallas, TX

HOLLY J. GILMAN 
Gilman & Associates, P.C. 
Austin, TX

MARY ALICE JACKSON* 
Mary Alice Jackson, P.C. 
Austin, TX

JOANNA JEFFERSON* 
The University of Texas School of Law 
Austin, TX

RICHARD LAVALLO 
Disability Rights Texas 
Austin, TX

CHRISTINA LESHER* 
The Law Office of Christina Lesher, PC 
Houston, TX

PI-YI MAYO* 
Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo 
Baytown, TX

REBECCA C. MORGAN 
Stetson University College of Law 
Gulfport, FL

SHARI L. NICHOLS 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
Austin, TX

BRYN A. POLAND 
Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo 
Baytown, TX

KRISTEN QUINNEY PORTER* 
Kristen Quinney Porter, LLC 
New Braunfels, TX

ELISA DILLARD RAINEY 
Rainey & Rainey, Attorneys at Law LP 
Waco, TX

CRAIG C. REAVES 
Reaves Law Firm, P.C. 
Kansas City, MO

CONSTANCE R. SOMERS 
Law Office Of Constance Somers 
San Antonio, TX

NANCY SOSA* 
Cadence Bank 
Austin, TX

SCOTT STEBLER 
Stebler & Sulak, PLLC 
Austin, TX

SARAH SULAK 
Stebler & Sulak, PLLC 
Austin, TX

PEYTON TAYLOR* 
Texas Bankers Association 
Austin, TX

ALEIDA VILLARREAL 
Law Office of Aleida A. Villarreal 
San Antonio, TX

TRESI MOORE WEEKS* 
The Weeks Law Firm 
Plano, TX

NEAL WINSTON 
Winston Law Group, LLC 
Somerville, MA

WESLEY E. WRIGHT* 
Wright Abshire, Attorneys 
Bellaire, TX

*Planning Committee member

ACCREDITATION 

CLE CREDIT

This course has been approved for Minimum 
Continuing Legal Education credit by the State 
Bar of Texas Committee on MCLE in the amount 
of 13.75 hours, of which 2.50 credit hours will 
apply to legal ethics/professional responsibility 
credit. 

Texas Legal Specialization Credit Approved for 
Estate Planning and Probate Law, and Tax Law. 

The University of Texas School of Law is a State 
Bar of California approved MCLE provider 
(#1944), and an Oklahoma Bar Association 
MCLE presumptively approved provider (#169).

CPE CREDIT

The University of Texas School of Law is 
registered with the National Association of 
State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a 
sponsor of continuing professional education 
on the National Registry of CPE Sponsors. 
State boards of accountancy have final authority 
on the acceptance of individual courses for 
CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered 
sponsors may be submitted to the National 
Registry of CPE Sponsors through its website: 
www.learningmarket.org.

Earn up to 16.50 credits in Specialized 
Knowledge and Applications.

Delivery Method: Group-Live 
Program Level: Overview 
Advance Preparation: None

CFP CREDIT

Certified Financial Planner (CFP) CE Credit 
approval expected.
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Bar Card#  ❑ TX ❑ Other State:  ❑ N/A

Name [ Mr. / Ms. ] 

Firm 

Address 

City   State   Zip 

Telephone    Fax 

Registrant’s Email (required) 

Assistant’s Email (optional) 

Invoices, confirmations, and receipts are emailed to these addresses.

REGISTRATION— Includes electronic course materials, Thursday and Friday luncheon 

presentations, and Thursday evening reception.
Special group registration rates available. Call 512.475.6700.

Select Registration Type

❑ Individual registration by February 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $475

❑ Individual registration after February 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $525

 Printed course binder available for an additional fee through February 1
 Conference registration includes Electronic Course Binder Download (PDF) in ”Your Briefcase“ at utcle.org.

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27.06
 Price includes 8.25% Sales Tax

	 ❑ Printed Course Binder for tax exempt registrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25
 (e.g., government employees and nonprofits)

ECONFERENCE— For Texas MCLE Credit
Complete eConference package includes all conference materials for download from “Your Briefcase“ at utcle.org. Available 
6–8 weeks after the live conference date.

❑ Individual eConference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $375
 Call (512) 475-6876 to register additional participants

COMPLETE CONFERENCE MATERIALS
†
— For Research and Self-Study 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from the live conference.  
Available for delivery 4–6 weeks after conference date. Shipping included.

❑ eBinder Download (PDF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225

❑ Printed Binder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275

❑ Audio Download (MP3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175
†
Texas customers—add 8.25% sales tax or include an Exemption Certificate . . . . . . . . . $ 
Sales tax will be invoiced separately on taxable orders for which payment does not include tax.

 TOTAL $ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT

❑ Check (make check payable to The University of Texas at Austin) 

❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard ❑ American Express ❑ P.O.

Card /P.O. #    Exp. Date 
 
/

  (mm/yy)

Authorized Signature 

REGISTRATION FORM

phone 512.475.6700 ■ www.utcle.org ■ fax 512.475.6876

HOW TO REGISTER

Online:
www.utcle.org/conferences/SN17

Mail:
The University of Texas  

School of Law 
Attn. CLE 

PO Box 7759 
Austin, TX 78713-7759

Fax: 
512.475.6876

Questions? 512.475.6700 

Dietary requirements or Accessibility needs?
Call 512.475.6700 or email service@utcle.org

REGISTRATION BENEFITS

Before the Conference: Access course materials—
downloadable PDFs of papers and slides—and 
speaker and attendee roster in Your Briefcase  
48 hours before the conference.

After the Conference: Unlimited access to final, 
complete course materials—downloadable PDFs 
of papers and slides—in Your Briefcase.

eConference: Complimentary 180-day access to 
the eConference—with papers, slides, and 
audio—for CLE credit (TX and CA) you may have 
missed at the live conference. Available in Your 
Briefcase 6–8 weeks after the conference.

TX MCLE Credit Reporting: UT Law CLE can 
report credit on your behalf directly to the State 
Bar of Texas. Track your Texas MCLE credit claimed 
and reported through UT Law CLE in Your Account.

Your Account: Activate Your Account online at 
www.utcle.org. Your UT Law CLE Account is 
created for you as a first-time conference 
registrant (mail and fax registrations) with the 
email address you provide.

ECONFERENCE AND  
COMPLETE CONFERENCE 

MATERIALS

eConference

Complete eConference package includes all 
conference materials for download from “Your 
Briefcase“ at utcle.org.

Complete Conference Materials 

Comprehensive Binder and Audio products from 
the live conference—for research and self-study. 
Available for download and shipping. 
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AUSTIN
February 9–10, 2017

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Radisson Hotel and Suites Downtown 
111 E. Cesar Chavez Street 

Austin, TX 
512.478.9611 (reservations)

Special Room Rate: $199 
good through January 9, 2017 

reference “UT Law” 
(subject to availability)

Parking: 
$4 daily self-parking; $26 valet 

$10 overnight self-parking 
(subject to change)

KEY DATES

February 1, 2017 
last day for early registration 
add $50 for registrations 
received after this time

February 3, 2017 
last day for cancellation (full refund)

February 6, 2017 
last day for cancellation (partial refund) 

$50 processing fee applied

February 9, 2017, 10:20 a.m. 
Conference begins

SN17

WEALTH MANAGEMENT AND TRUST, a division of the Texas Bankers Association, 

is a one-of-a-kind organization dedicated to serving the unique needs of wealth 

management, trust and estate planning organizations and professionals. We offer a 

diverse menu of continuing education events such as our Annual Conference (March 

29–30, 2017 in Houston), and our Advanced Trust Forum (October, Dallas). We also 

offer news, professional reference publications and advocacy products and services. 

To learn more about us or to become an associate member, please visit our website: 

www.texasbankers.com/trust
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