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ABOUT DEMA SHOW

, ™
g Y DEMA SHOW

Overview

DEMA Show is the world’s largest trade-only event for the scuba diving, ocean water sports, and adventure/dive travel
industries. Owned and produced by DEMA — the Diving Equipment & Marketing Association — and managed by NTP
Events, the Show is the essential B2B marketplace where manufacturers, retailers, training agencies, liveaboard operators,
tourism boards, and media converge each November to shape the future of the global diving industry.

In 2026, DEMA Show returns to New Orleans for its 50th edition — a milestone anniversary marking five decades of
industry-defining connections, product launches, education, and community. The event takes place November 3-6, 2026 at
the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center.

About DEMA

DEMA, the Diving Equipment & Marketing Association, is the international non-profit trade association whose mission is
bringing businesses together to grow the diving industry worldwide. Originally established as the Diving Equipment
Manufacturers Association, DEMA expanded to represent all stakeholder categories across the dive industry.
Headquartered in San Diego, California, DEMA has more than 1,400 member businesses worldwide.

Key Show Facts

Event Name DEMA Show®

2026 Edition 50th Anniversary

Dates November 3-6, 2026

Venue Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, New Orleans, Louisiana

Ownership Owned and produced by DEMA (Diving Equipment & Marketing Association)

Event Type Trade-only (not open to the general public)

7,000+ industry professionals annually; 2026 goal: 6,469+ verified attendees

Attendance (10% growth over DEMA Show 2023, New Orleans)

Exhibitors 500+ companies

Countries 60+ countries represented

Education 250+ seminars and educational sessions

Trade Show Executive Fastest 50 — Class of 2025 (one of the 50 fastest-
growing U.S. trade shows by attendance)

Recognition

Website www.demashow.com | www.dema.org

Managed by NTP Events
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50 Years: Key Milestones

From a small gathering of dive equipment manufacturers to the global industry’s premier annual event, DEMA Show has
evolved in lockstep with the sport and business of diving itself.

The First DEMA Show

1977 The inaugural DEMA Show is held in Miami Beach, Florida, bringing together dive equipment
manufacturers and industry professionals. What began as a focused industry gathering would grow
into the world's largest trade-only event for the diving industry.

National Expansion

1980s Recreational scuba diving experiences significant growth across North America. DEMA Show
expands rapidly, moving among major convention destinations to serve a growing and increasingly
diverse industry.

International Reach

International exhibitors and attendees join the Show in significant numbers as dive travel and tourism
become major industry segments. Educational programming expands to reflect the growing diversity
of the dive business.

Industry Broadens

DEMA expands membership categories. The Show’s exhibitor base grows to include dive travel,
action water sports, and adventure tourism. The education program scales to dozens of sessions
covering retail, marketing, and training.

Digital Era

DEMA Show embraces digital registration, mobile platforms, and virtual pre-show tools. Exhibitor
diversity expands to include technology, media, and marine conservation organizations.

First Virtual Show

Amid the global COVID-19 pandemic, DEMA produces its first fully virtual DEMA Show — keeping
the global diving community connected during an unprecedented year.

Return In-Person

DEMA Show returns in person to Las Vegas, drawing a grateful industry back together and
demonstrating the irreplaceable value of face-to-face business in the dive trade.

Return to Orlando

DEMA Show returns to Orlando for its first full-scale, unrestricted in-person event since before the
pandemic — reuniting the global diving community and demonstrating the enduring power of face-to-
face industry connection.

New Orleans Returns

DEMA Show returns to New Orleans, drawing strong attendance and setting the stage for record
growth. The city’s warm reception reinforces New Orleans as one of the Show’s most beloved host
cities — and sets the foundation for the landmark 50th anniversary return in 2026.

Managed by NTP Events
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Momentum Builds

DEMA Show 2024 took place in Las Vegas and attracted more than 6,600 registered attendees and
475+ exhibiting companies from around the world, demonstrating continued momentum and
reinforcing its place as the premier annual gathering for the global diving industry.

Named to Trade Show Executive Fastest 50

DEMA Show reaches its strongest post-pandemic performance, welcoming more than 6,700 verified
attendees, 500+ exhibiting companies, and more than 1,000 booth spaces. The Show is also
recognized by Trade Show Executive as one of the fastest-growing trade shows in the United States,
reflecting renewed momentum across the diving industry.

50th Anniversary — New Orleans

DEMA Show returns to New Orleans to celebrate 50 years of connecting the global diving industry.
The milestone event honors the businesses, professionals, destinations, innovators, and industry
pioneers who have shaped the sport and business of diving while charting the course for the next 50
years of diving industry growth, innovation, and connection

Managed by NTP Events
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DEMA Show by the Numbers

60+

Countries Represented

500+ 7,000+

Exhibiting Companies Industry Professionals

250+ 90%

Education Sessions Attendees with Buying Power

25%+

First-Time Attendees

Trade Show Executive Fastest 50 — Class of 2025

DEMA Show was named one of the 50 fastest-growing trade shows in the United States
by Trade Show Executive magazine — the trade show industry’s leading trade publication —
ranked by total attendance growth.

*

Audience Profile

Buyer Influence 90% of attendees influence or make purchasing decisions for their organizations

6,469+ verified attendees — 10% growth over DEMA Show 2023 (New Orleans

2026 Goal benchmark)

First-Timers 25%+ of attendees are at DEMA Show for the first time

Communication 81% of attendees cite email as a primary channel for Show updates

Retail buyers, instructors, operators, manufacturers, media, and travel
professionals

Industry Mix

International Professionals from 60+ countries attend annually

250+ seminars, workshops, and sessions covering every segment of the dive

Education .
industry

High exhibit hall engagement; attendees actively source products and build

Purchasing Intent -
partnerships

Managed by NTP Events
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STORY ANGLES & MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES

DEMA Show’s 50th anniversary offers compelling stories across trade, consumer, adventure travel, conservation, and
business media. Story angles are organized by audience.

Anniversary & Legacy

50 Years Under the Surface: How DEMA Show Grew with the Sport
Angle: Long-form trade narrative tracing the Show’s evolution from small manufacturers’ gathering to global industry hub

Hook: Contrast 1977’s origins with today’s 500+ exhibitors and 60-country reach. Interview long-time attendees whose
careers grew alongside the Show.

The Faces of Five Decades: Profiles of DEMA'’s Living History

Angle: Human interest: profiles of industry veterans who were at the first Show and are still attending
Hook: Their stories are the industry’s story — spanning the birth of buoyancy compensators, the rise of dive computers,
and the explosion of dive travel.

New Orleans, Again: Why the 50th Belongs in the Crescent City
Angle: Destination angle: New Orleans as a storied DEMA Show home and fitting venue for a milestone year

Hook: New Orleans has hosted some of DEMA Show’s most celebrated editions. What does the city mean to the dive
community, and what will the 50th onsite experience look like?

50 Products That Changed Diving

Angle: Anniversary retrospective highlighting the innovations that transformed the sport and business of diving over five decades.
Hook: From early buoyancy compensators and regulators to dive computers, underwater imaging systems, rebreathers,
and today's smart technologies, DEMA Show has showcased many of the innovations that changed how the world dives.
Which products had the greatest impact, and what technologies will define the next 50 years?

Industry & Business Trends

Diving’s Business Boom: A $5 Billion Industry and Growing

Angle: B2B / market growth angle for trade and business media
Hook: The global dive equipment market is approaching $5B and dive tourism is accelerating. What does 50 years of
DEMA Show reveal about how this market matured — and where it’s heading?

From Regulators to Robot Submarines: 50 Years of Dive Tech Innovation

Angle: Technology evolution angle for dive, tech, and adventure media
Hook: DEMA Show has been the launchpad for major dive technology advances — from early BCDs and dive computers
to today’s Al-enabled wearables and underwater drones.

Managed by NTP Events
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The Retailer’s Lifeline: How DEMA Show Sustains the Independent Dive Shop

Angle: Small business / retail angle for trade media
Hook: Independent dive shops are the backbone of the sport. DEMA Show is their annual reset — the place to discover
gear, train staff, and reconnect with a global community.

Growing Fast at 50: DEMA Show Named a Fastest-Growing U.S. Trade Show
Angle: Industry recognition angle for trade show, events, and B2B media

Hoolk: While many trade events struggle for post-pandemic relevance, DEMA Show earned a spot on Trade Show
Executive’s Fastest 50 — Class of 2025 — ranked by total attendance growth. What’s driving momentum at a show
celebrating its 50th year?

Ocean & Community

Diving For the Planet: How the Dive Industry Became a Conservation Force
Angle: Environmental angle for consumer, travel, and sustainability media

Hook: Divers see what’s at stake firsthand. Over 50 years, DEMA Show has increasingly integrated marine conservation.
What does an industry built on the ocean owe it?

The World Comes to Dive: 60 Nations, One Show Floor

Angle: International community angle

Hook: More than 60 countries send representatives to DEMA Show. Explore the global tapestry of dive professionals
converging on New Orleans — what draws them, and what do they take home?

Teaching the World to Breathe Underwater: 50 Years of Dive Education at DEMA
Angle: Training & certification angle

Hook: Certification agencies and educators have gathered at DEMA Show for 50 years to advance dive training standards.
How has dive education evolved — and what’s next?

Dive In, Then Stay: New Orleans as the Ultimate Backdrop for DEMA Show 2026

Angle: Travel and lifestyle angle for broader travel, food, and adventure media beyond dive trade press

Hook: New Orleans is one of America’s most celebrated food, music, and culture destinations — and for four days in
November, it also becomes the center of the global diving world. What does the city offer 7,000+ dive professionals
arriving for the 50th anniversary, and how does the Crescent City’s spirit mirror the dive community’s own passion for
exploration and discovery?

Managed by NTP Events
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KEY MESSAGES FOR MEDIA

Primary Messages

* DEMA Show 2026 marks 50 years of connecting the global diving industry — a milestone no other dive trade event
can claim.

* The world’s largest trade-only event for diving, ocean water sports, and adventure/dive travel returns to New
Orleans: home of some of the Show’s most celebrated editions.

* DEMA Show is where the diving world does business — bringing together 500+ exhibitors, 7,000+ professionals, and
60+ countries each November.

* The 50th anniversary edition will honor five decades of industry leaders, celebrate the sport’s evolution, and set the
agenda for the next generation of the dive industry.

* DEMA Show was named to the Trade Show Executive Fastest 50 — Class of 2025 — one of the 50 fastest-growing
trade shows in the United States, ranked by total attendance growth.

* DEMA Show is owned and produced by DEMA — the Diving Equipment & Marketing Association — the international
non-profit trade association whose mission is bringing businesses together to grow the diving industry worldwide.

Quotes for Attribution

“DEMA Show’s 50th anniversary is a celebration of everyone who has ever believed in the business of
diving — every shop owner, manufacturer, instructor, and travel professional who came to the Show to
grow. This milestone is theirs.”

— Nicole Russell, Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, DEMA — available for interview on request

“DEMA Show is where ideas meet opportunity. It’s not just an event — it’s the heartbeat of the dive
industry, connecting us with inspiring professionals and invaluable growth prospects.”

— Julia Sangi, Lembeh Resort, Indonesia

“DEMA show is a must for any serious dive professional that wants to maximize their business and
their offerings to current and future customers.”

— Cesar Lopez, 3D Scuba, Granite Quarry, NC

“As a new dive shop owner, my first DEMA Show was incredible—packed with inspiration, game-
changing gear, and amazing people who genuinely want to help you grow. | left fired up, connected,
and ready to take my shop to the next level!

— Charles Robertson, Scuba Divers Paradise, Belton, TX

Official Positioning Statement

“Where the Diving World Does Business™

DEMA Show 2026 + 50th Anniversary * November 3—6 ¢ New Orleans, LA

Managed by NTP Events
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MEDIA RESOURCES & CONTACTS

What’s Available for Media

* Press releases and official announcements — via www.demashow.com/dema-show-news and www.dema.org/news

+ 50th Anniversary logo and 2026 brand assets — available on request from spetersen@ntpevents.com

* Show photography from past events — DEMA Show Flickr album

« DEMA leadership interview availability — available on request from media contact spetersen@ntpevents.com

« Exhibitor and attendee profiles for human-interest stories, contact spetersen@ntpevents.com

* DEMA Show Comparative Statistics — www.dema.org/page/ShowStats

* Onsite press credentials for November 2026 — www.demashow.com/media

* Press releases will be distributed June-December 2026. Media partners may request advance notice of upcoming
announcements by contacting spetersen@ntpevents.com

Contact Information

Show Website www.demashow.com

DEMA Website www.dema.org

Show Dates November 3-6, 2026

Venue Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, New Orleans, LA 70130

Instagram @demashow
Facebook DEMAShow

X (Twitter) @DEMA_Show

Linkedin dema-org

Media Contact Sarolta Petersen, Marketing Manager, spetersen@ntpevents.com

Style & Usage Notes

*  Correct name: DEMA Show® (registered trademark; use ® on first reference)
* DEMA = Diving Equipment & Marketing Association

* Trade-only — DEMA Show is not open to the general public

* Produced by DEMA; managed by NTP Events (National Trade Productions)

* Preferred short description: “The world’s largest trade-only event for the scuba diving, ocean water sports, and
adventure/dive travel industries”

* 2026 is the 50th anniversary edition (first show: 1977)
* 2026 partner: GoDiveNow

DEMA Show® is a registered trademark of the Diving Equipment & Marketing Association. Registration No. 8250006.

© 2026 Diving Equipment & Marketing Association * www.dema.org * www.demashow.com

Managed by NTP Events
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