HOLMES &
PARTNERS ...

As we continue to navigate the evolving landscape of education, | wanted to share some insights on
how independent schools can strategically attract international students while enriching their
academic experience. In today's globalised world, catering to the diverse needs and expectations of
international students and their families is paramount to fostering a vibrant, inclusive learning
community.

To that end, here are some pivotal factors that independent schools should carefully deliberate upon:

Independent schools should prioritise offering a high-quality education that not only imparts a strong
academic foundation but also equips students with the skills and knowledge necessary to achieve
their future academic and career goals. This includes implementing a rigorous curriculum, providing
specialised programs, and offering a diverse range of extracurricular activities to ensure a well-
rounded educational experience.

Comprehensive support services are crucial for international students' success. These services should
encompass language assistance, cultural orientation programs, and guidance on both academic and
personal matters, all designed to empower students and help them thrive in their new environment.

Creating a safe and welcoming environment is paramount for the well-being of international
students. Independent schools should provide accommodation options tailored to their specific
needs and preferences, fostering a sense of security and comfort that allows students to focus on
their studies and personal growth.

Recognising the financial challenges international students may face, independent schools should
actively explore avenues for financial support. This could include scholarships, bursaries, or other
initiatives aimed at making high-quality education more accessible and attainable for a diverse range
of students.

Offering career-oriented opportunities such as internships or work placements is essential to help
international students gain practical experience and position themselves for future career success.
These opportunities not only enhance their educational experience but also provide valuable real-
world insights.

Facilitating global networking opportunities is vital for international students. Independent schools
should provide platforms for them to connect with alumni and professionals in their chosen fields,
enabling them to build valuable global networks that can open doors to future opportunities.

The school's location plays a significant role in attracting international students. Independent schools
situated in desirable areas with access to historical sites, museums, and cultural events enrich the
overall student experience. This exposure to diverse cultures enhances the educational journey and
broadens students' perspectives.

By proactively addressing these considerations, independent schools can attract a diverse pool of
international students and fulfil their promise of delivering a high-quality education and a truly
enriching student experience. Understanding and adapting to the unique needs and expectations of
international students are fundamental to creating a supportive and inclusive educational
environment.



