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Speedings LTD was established in 1827 on the banks of the River Wear in Sunderland, Tyne and
Wear, which makes the company the oldest manufacturing business in the City of Sunderland - a
fact of which we are immensely proud of.

In the early years we manufactured sails and flags for local shipyards, moving into the production of
ships’ awnings, tarpaulins and hatch covers when steam power came into being. During World War
One, we supplied various canvas items to both Naval and Merchant Vessels, as well as small items
such as webbing belts and canvas kit bags.

The company continued to move with the times and developed ‘Safety as Sea’ products - designing
and making lifebuoys and the world’s very first reversible lifejacket was made by Speedings LTD.
From 1957 until 1999 we were the Northeast Service Station for life rafts and rescue boats
manufactured by Dunlop and Beaufort Air and Sea Safety.

During the 1980’s Speedings started to manufacture various products for the local Fire Brigades -
Tyne and Wear and Durham. The demise of the North East shipbuilding industry at the end of the
1980’s had a huge impact on the company and a decision was taken to expand our involvement
with the Fire Service nationally - this decision was to ensure the company’s survival and resulted in
continued growth and sustainability.
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