British Divers Marine Life Rescue

A charity dedicated to the rescue and well being
of marine mammals in distress around the UK.
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Each year our nationwide team of trained volunteer
Marine Mammal Medics respond to over 2000
callouts to seals, porpoises, dolphins and whales.




Callouts are increasing each year, meaning we are
constantly challenged to keep up with demand with
our volunteer and rescue resources!




Key reasons for increased callouts include:

Increasing awareness: more people know about BDMLR as news and
social media are sharing our rescue stories more easily and readily, as
well as our own efforts to raise awareness locally.
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Key reasons for increased callouts include:
More people: the human population living at and visiting the coast is
growing, along with activities like SUPs and kayaks that bring us into
greater contact, and potentially conflict, with wildlife.




Key reasons for increased callouts include:

Climate change: humans are affecting the world’s weather and we are
seeing this first hand with more frequent, powerful storms in winter

that wildlife, especially seals, are struggling to survive.
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There are around 9o species of cetacean (whale, dolphin and
porpoise) in the world, 30 of which have been recorded in the
UK — here are five of the most common we see here.

Harbour porpoise Bottlenose dolphin

2.cm | White beaked
dolphin

-

Common dolphin

'\l
Minke whale 8.5m



Cetaceans strand alive for many reasons, including poor
health, injury, illness, separated newborns, entanglement,
navigational error, underwater noise and disturbance.




Our trained volunteer Marine Mammal Medics can provide
emergency first aid, health assessments and veterinary
support to decide what is the best outcome for the animal.




Seals also need our help for various reasons, usually young
animals that may be injured, ill, malnourished, exhausted,
entangled, but occasionally also elderly animals too.
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Our Medics can attend to monitor them, provide health
assessments, first aid and make decisions about whether
they need rehabilitation or even relocation to a quiet place.




You can report marine mammals of concern to BDMLR's 24hr
hotline on 01825 765546. We can provide advice over the
phone and get urgent help from our team if required.
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We run training courses for new volunteers to join our Marine

Mammal Medic rescue team — no need to be a diver, you just

have to be over 18 and motivated to get involved in hands on
practical marine conservation! See our website for details.




We are entirely self-funded through our training course and
the efforts of our staff and volunteers carrying out
fundraising activities and events themselves. If you would
like to support us too then please leave a donation!




British Divers Marine Life Rescue

www.bdmlr.org.uk Discover us on social media
24.hr hotline: 01825 765546




