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Airbus Strategy for Sustainable Aviation

Dave Best - Head of Strategy, Business Development & Commercial Sales



 

Oxford

Broughton

Filton

Stevenage

Stevenage
Biggest space industry site in the UK. Home to 
much of the UK space talent.

Oxford
Airbus Helicopters UK HQ providing training 
and support for the Airbus helicopters of MoD, 
Police, Air Ambulance and private customers

Farnborough
Leading the way in solar powered stratospheric 
UAV’s, with the world record holding Zephyr.

Broughton
The world's largest wing manufacturing 
plant and home to the Advanced 
Manufacturing & Research Centre, Wales 
(AMRC Wales).

Portsmouth
Major space hub. Centre for satellite 
payloads are assembled in the UK’s 
biggest clean room complex and anechoic 
chamber.

Guildford
The world leader in small satellite 
development and manufacture.Portsmouth

Filton 
World’s largest wing design centre with 
more engineers under one roof than 
anywhere else in northern Europe. New 
AIRTeC research centre co funded with 
BEIS.

Newport
Providing sovereign capability in high grade 
crypto and world leading offensive and 
defensive cyber capabilities exported to 
NSA. 

10,500
UK workforce

£3.9bn*
UK turnover

25+
UK sites

£290m*
R&D Spend

DEFENCE AND SPACE HELICOPTERS

Airbus in the UK
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* as of Year end 2020 



An extensive supply chain in the UK
AIRBUS IN THE UK

669
SMEs

UK supply-chain is key for Airbus specialising in the full value 
chain for Wing Aerostructures, Landing Gears and Engines

64,000 +
jobs sustained in the 
aerospace supply 
chain in 2019

South East
£615 MLondon

£265 M

East
£165 M

East Midlands
£2,625 M

South West
£768 M

West Midlands
£90 M

Wales
£202 M

North West
£124 M

Yorkshire and the Humber
£23 M

North East
£59 M

Scotland
£622 M

Northern Ireland
£209 M

2,445
suppliers

Top Suppliers

£ 5.8 bn
total invoice volume in 
the UK in 2019

Annual Spend in 2019
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[ Airbus Amber ]COVID-19 Aviation Industry Challenges & Opportunities
Industry recovery

● Regional initially due to intercountry travel restrictions
○ Short-haul levels well maintained

● International recovering well

● Steep support requirement from airlines as aircraft are returned to use

SOURCE: OAG
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Decarbonisation Roadmap

Today
All Airbus aircraft fuelled 

with Jet A1

SAF approved up to 
50% blends

2025-2030
Airbus fleet 
certified for 
100% SAF

2035
Entry into service of 
ZEROe Hydrogen 
powered aircraft

2050
Entire fleet powered by 

Hydrogen and SAF

Ramp up in production 
of green aviation fuels

Domestic production of 
green hydrogen, biofuels 

and Power-to-Liquid

Development of H2 technologies

LH2 tank and fuel systems
Electric motors

Refuel ground operations

A350 emissions measurement with 100% SAF



SupAero Conference - 10/10/2020 - Eric Maury 

Reducing the climate 
impact of flying











Wing of Tomorrow
Integrated engineering
for manufacture



Wing of Tomorrow

Wing of Tomorrow Programme  launched in 2015 ‘Fast 
market response’ - Single Aisle New Wing

Out of cycle development to prepare the future

Wing of Tomorrow will capture knowledge from 
Demonstrators, understand scalability and limitations 
and ensure engineering and industrial capability for any 
expected future wing design

CONFIDENTIAL



Cost-effective 
Composite materials

Modular Design for 
assembly. No 

in-tank working

Integrated 
components

Reduced part count 
Reduced fasteners

New systems 
architectures

ESSENTIAL to design for RC and Rate targets with Performance 

New Wing Architecture optimised for industrialisation

Existing Single Aisle Wing
Multi-part, Multi-Assembly.

Non-integrated Systems  & High Lift Installation
Design Solution challenging for Industrialisation

CONFIDENTIAL



UNIVERSITY NETWORK

Wing of 
Tomorrow 

Plateau, Filton

National 
Composites 

Centre – 
Bristol

GKN Global 
Technology 

Centre, Bristol

Advanced 
Manufacturing 

Research 
Centre Cymru 

Aerospace 
Integrated 

Research and 
Test Centre,  

Filton

Aerospace 
Integration 
Research 
Centre, 

Cranfield
Spirit Aerospace 

Innovation 
Centre, 

Prestwick

Manufacturing 
Technology 

Centre, 
Coventry

UK Ecosystem supporting UK R&T Strategy
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https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-and-west/routes-and-maps/universities/university-bristol
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM8dG9g8jSAhXBuxQKHQxTCd0QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Manchester&bvm=bv.149093890,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHFospN-8zA95pKSmk72bpHnR-2ag&ust=1489100951619886
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOooaqhMjSAhXG0RQKHQ2uCNAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ourplan/&bvm=bv.149093890,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHKkzllDOqLoiuB2Ncw8bApYDFrxw&ust=1489101178931879
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjSpdDnhcjSAhUDWRQKHb-EA1MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.hays.co.uk/jobs/imperial-college-london/&bvm=bv.149093890,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEExDV_rFpQHDuzZ7lJnprPAzpbFg&ust=1489101564049678


19

[ Airbus Amber ]

Collaboration is key:

AIRBUS Filton commercial 
opportunities



Filton site, the history

More than 100 years of aviation history

Pegasus House opened 

1936
Prototype Concorde flew from 

Filton on 9th April for the first time

1969
Bristol Aircraft Company 

founded  

1910



Airbus Commercial Aircraft PresentationOctober 2019

AIRTeC - Aerospace Integrated Research and Test Centre

£40m
Investment

2018
Facility opened

250 
Employees based 

in facility

x250



Liquid Energy Testing

36,000 l
Fuel tank

600
Different aircraft 

parts

-50 to +55˚C
Fuel temperature range

Developing Sustainable Skills and capability: SAF and Hydrogen



Additive Manufacture

Latest 
Generation 
Machines

AIRBUS Chamber 
of Reference for 

Powder Bed Fusion

Direct Energy 
Deposition 
Capability

Qualified 
Flying AM 

Parts



Airbus Commercial Aircraft PresentationOctober 2019

Wind Tunnel

200mph
Maximum speed

6.7m
Seven bladed 

carbon fibre fan

1.6Mw 
Electric motor to power fan

Complete 3D printed services



Heritage and Modern office & Industrial space
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Interested in discussing potential collaboration opportunities?

Please contact:

Dave Best
Head of Strategy, Business Development & Commercial Sales

Phone: +44 (0) 11 79 36 6243
Mobile: +44 (0) 77 53 86 7323
Mailto:david.best@airbus.com
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Thank you
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