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The Perfect Storm Population growth fuels consumption & puts 
pressure on our climate and natural systems

Å Food

Å Energy

Å Water

Å Materials

Å Infrastructure

Å ...etc

Current global population 7.8bn

UN Central Projections:

Å8.5bn by 2030

Å9.7bn by 2050

Å10.9bn by 2100

Source: UN DESAɫWorld Population Prospects: The 2019 Revisionɬ

UK 2018-2043 9% increase to 72.4 million

An Ethiopian born 1990 -1995 had a life expectancy of 

48yrs ɦfor someone born today it is 68yrs

In Zambia the increase has been from 46 years to 65yrs

In UK ɦ76yrs to 81yrs

Life Expectancy



Sustainability 
isɱ.

Environmental Limits

Social foundations

Efficiency

Equity 

Moving from trade -
offs to ɨwin winsɩ 



Climate 
Change and 
Biodiversity 
Loss



6th Assessment Report ɦKey Messages

1. It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the 

atmosphere, ocean and land. 

2. The scale of recent changes across the climate system as a 

whole and the present state of many aspects of the climate 

system are unprecedented.

3. Human-induced climate change is already affecting many 

weather and climate extremes in every region across the globe. 

4. Evidence of observed changes in extremes such as heatwaves, 

heavy precipitation, droughts, and tropical cyclones, and in 

particular, their attribution to human influence, has 

strengthened since the Fifth Assessment Report (AR5).

5. Global surface temperature will continue to increase until at 

least the mid-century under all emissions scenarios considered. 

Global warming of 1.5 C̄ and 2 C̄ will be exceeded during the 

21st century unless deep reductions in carbon dioxide (CO2) and 

other greenhouse gas emissions occur in the coming decades.

Climate 
Change



άΧǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
level of risk we face and 
the level of adaptation 
underway has widened. 
Adaptation action has 
failed to keep pace with 
the worsening reality of 
ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊƛǎƪΦέ

Independent Assessment of UK Climate 
Risk - Climate Change Committee 
(theccc.org.uk)

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/independent-assessment-of-uk-climate-risk/


Biodiversity in 
Crisis

ɫThe health of ecosystems on which we 

and all other species depend is 

deteriorating more rapidly than ever. We 

are eroding the very foundations of our 

economies, livelihoods, food security, 

health and quality of life worldwide.ɬ

Sir Robert Watson

Intergovernmental Science -Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services. (2019). 

Summary for policymakers of the global assessment report on 

biodiversity and ecosystem services (summary for policy makers). 

IPBES Plenary at its seventh session (IPBES 7, Paris, 2019). 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3553579

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3553579


A summary of 
where we are

https://climateactiontracker.org/publications/glasgows -2030 -credibility -gap-net-zeros-lip-service-to -
climate -action/


