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Conference Highlights

Highlights Video
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For 42 years, this conference has been uniting 
global drilling experts​, and it is truly inspiring to 
see that legacy continue here  in the wonderful 
city of Stavanger, from across the world, with a 
shared purpose: to learn from each other, inspire 
one another, and drive our industry forward.

Erik Kirkemo 
Conference Chair  
Senior Vice President,  
Drilling & Well,  
Equinor
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5Conference Summary

SPE/IADC International Drilling Conference and 
Exhibition took place on 4–6 March 2025 in Stavanger, 
Norway. We were honoured to be joined by our Host 
Organisation, Equinor for this year's theme, "Shaping 
the Future of the Drilling and Well Industry" reflects our 
collective responsibility and opportunity to influence 
the trajectory of our field. We came together to share 
knowledge, foster collaboration, and drive innovation 
within the industry.

We welcomed over 900 delegates this year and it’s a 
unique opportunity for global operators, contractors, 
service companies, academia, industry professionals and 
technology providers to unite. It served as a platform to 
enhance training and knowledge management, showcase 
industry achievements, and attract young talent to our 
industry. We had the privilege of welcoming 65 enthusiastic 
high school students from Stavanger, Norway to attend the 
SPE Energy4me Student Workshop.

This year was a record-breaking year for us! 15 sponsors, 59 
exhibitors of which 31 were new exhibitors to this event. We 
also received a visit from Tormod Losnedal, the Mayor of 
Stavanger who engaged with the exhibitors and expressed 
his gratitude for holding the event in his city, which is the 
European hub of our industry.

A huge thank you to everyone in the SPE team for their 
hard work and dedication in making the 42nd SPE/IADC 
International Drilling Conference & Exhibition a success! This 
was a true multi-office effort, and it wouldn’t have been 
possible without the collaboration between our colleagues 
in London, Dubai, and the US.

From managing time zones to focusing on solutions and 
adapting to new models and regions, made a real impact. 
We’ve received great feedback from committees, speakers, 
exhibitors, sponsors and our host, and we are so proud!

Uniting Global Drilling Experts for 42 Years – Shaping The Future of the Drilling and Well Industry
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Committee

 Programme Committee

Derek William Adam, Occidental Petroleum Corp.
Ajay Kumar Venkata Addagalla, Baker Hughes EHO
Oystein Arild, University of Stavanger
Pradeepkumar Ashok, University of Texas at Austin
Stephen Boccioli, Cognite
John Bomidi, Drill Bits, Technology
Svein-Tore Brundtland, Conoco Phillips
Crispin Chatar, SLB
Colin B Cockbur, BP Exploration Operating Co
Iain Cooper, SeekOps Inc
Piero D'Ambrosio, bp America
Amrut Dixit, Baker Hughes
Mohammed I Dooply, SLB
Blaine Dow, SLB
Mahmoud ElGizawy, K&M Technology, SLB
Mahmoud Ahmed El Hussiny, ADNOC Onshore
Martyn Ian Greensmith, MIG Consulting (Scotland)
Richard Hewitt, Geolog
Matthew R Isbell, Hess Corp.
Juan Pablo Jaimes, SLB
Ashley B Johnson, SLB
Deep Joshi, Quantum Capital Group
Mo Kamyab, Corva
Sarah Kern, Helmerich & Payne
Adrian Guillermo Ledroz, SLB
Liam Anthony Lines, GA Drilling
Ross Lowdon, SLB
Eric E Maidla, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Estonia

Conference Chair
Erik Kirkemo, Senior Vice President of Drilling & Well, Equinor

Programme Committee Co-Chairs
Andreas Karkossa, KCA Deutag

Tron Golder Kristiansen, Aker BP

Koen Sinke, Equinor

 Advisory Committee

Santiago Alban, SLB
Øystein Arild, University of Stavanger
João Batista, Foresea
Dag Helge Breivik, Vår Energy
Matt Eve, Patterson-UTI
Torbjørn Hegdal, NOV Completion & Production Solutions
Lars Endre Hestenes, Shell
Rudi Høksnes, TWMA
Jan Erik Klungtveit, Halliburton
Nils Halvard Lilleløkken, Orlen Upstream Norway
Robin Macmillan, IBM and SPE Drilling Technical Director
Bjørn Nilsen, Archer
Heidi Olsen Roalsø, Equinor
Stefano Rosa, Saipem Drilling Norway AS
Magnus Svensson, Offshore Norge
Stein Arild Tonning, DNO Norge AS
Steven Travers, GaffneyCline Energy Advisory 

Duncan McAllister, Varel Energy Solutions
Jim McNicol, Consultant
Graham Mensa-Wilmot, XCIDrill Technology LLC
Rodica Georgeta Mihai, NORCE Norwegian Research Centre AS
Andrei Muradov, NOV
Gregory Steven Payette, Exxon Mobil Corporation
Gilles Pelfrene, NORCE Norwegian Research Centre AS
Isabel C Poletzky, Premium Oilfield Technologies
Ezequiel Ravettini, Rolls-Royce Solutions Middle East
Rolv Rommetveit, eDrilling
Steve Rosenberg, Subsea Drive Corporation
Pedro Saldungaray, Carbo Ceramics
Otto L. Santos, Louisiana State University (Petr. Eng. Dept)
Jason Sauter, Trident Energy
Sharath Savari, Halliburton Energy Services Group
Serafima Schaefer, Exebenus
Kriti Singh, Corva AI LLC
Muhammad Sofyan, TotalEnergies
Adebowale Oluwafemi Solarin, Noble Drilling
Junichi Sugiura, Sanvean Technologies
Ali Bin Sumaida, ADNOC
Gerhard Thonhauser, TDE
John Laurence Thorogood, Drilling Global Consultant LLP
Ruggero Trevisan, Altus Well Experts
Christopher Paul Trzeciak, Aker BP
Khaydar Valiullin, WellsX
Ysabel Witt Doerring, Halliburton
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Dag Skindlo
CEO,  
Archer

Tayo Akinokun 
Senior Vice President,  
Global Geozones,  
Baker Hughes

Executive Plenary Session 1: Shaping the Future of the Drilling and Well Industry

Moderator	 Speakers			 

Kjetil Gjersdal
CEO, Odfjell Drilling

Erik Kirkemo 
Conference Chair and Senior 
Vice President, Drilling & Well, 
Equinor

Thomas Gautherot
Vice President Drilling  
& Wells,  
TotalEnergies
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Robin Macmillan 
Technical Director, Drilling, 
Society of Petroleum  
Engineers International
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Mads Rødsjø
Vice President, 
D&W Operations, 
AkerBP  

Lee Womble 
Vice President & Global 
Accounts Director 
SLB

Steven Travers
Director, Sub Saharan Africa, 
Europe & Caspian, 
GaffneyCline Energy Advisory, 
Baker Hughes

Stig Åtland
Vice President,
Drilling & Well, Business 
Excellence, 
Equinor 

Monica Ovesen 
Head of Drilling and Well 
Technology Section, Havtil, 
Norwegian Ocean Industry 
Authority 

Executive Plenary Session 2: Accelerating Technology Implementation to Improve Drilling and Well Efficiency

Moderator	 Speakers			 

9Executive Plenary Session 2
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PJ Dixit 
Vice President Norway, 
Halliburton

Panel Session 1: Attracting the Next Generation to Our Industry

Moderator	 Speakers			 

Øystein Arild 
Head of Department,  
University of Stavanger

Kristina Helland-Hansen 
Vice President Drilling and Well 
Competence Centre,  
Equinor 

Aaftaab Kharbanda
Senior Vice President 
Operations and Projects, 
Shelf Drilling 

Jairo Alexander Diaz Lopez 
SPE Stavanger  
Young Professional  
Chair and Drilling Engineer,  
THREE60 Energy 
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Tina Birgitte Hognestad 
Manager People &  
Organisation,  
Equinor 
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Matt Eve 
Vice President, Strategic 
Business Development, 
Patterson-UTI 

Ashish Goel
Executive Region Director,  
Integrated Solutions Europe, 
North Sea and Caspian,  
Baker Hughes 

Panel Session 2: Leveraging Drilling and Well Competency for a Successful Green Transition

Moderator	 Speakers			 

Halle Aslaksen
Chief Executive Officer, 
TWMA

Ellen Lofthus Hald
Senior Manager Drilling and 
Well Low Carbon Solutions, 
Equinor 

Marcel Snijder
Senior Product Development 
Manager, Patterson-UTI  
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Panel Session 3: AI and Automation in Well Construction: Enhancing Capacity, Planning, and Operations

Moderator		      Speakers			 

Arnfinn Grøtte 
Chief Digital Technology  
Engineer, AkerBP

David Reid 
Chief Technology Officer & 
Chief Marketing Officer,  
NOV

Jo Svenningsson 
Nordstrand, Senior Manager, 
TDI, Equinor

Tom Talbot 
Well Construction Vice President 
Offshore, SLB
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João Batista 
Head of Innovation,  
Foresea 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors and Supporters			 

13Sponsors and Supporters
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Energy4me STEM Workshops

We had the privilege of welcoming 65 enthusiastic high school students from Stavanger, Norway at the SPE/IADC International Drilling 
Conference & Exhibition to an engaging and dynamic energy education workshop. This event was an opportunity to immerse them in 
the fascinating worlds of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). The workshop goal was not only to educate but 
also to ignite a genuine passion for these fields and to highlight the indispensable role that the energy industry will play in shaping our 
future. Throughout the workshop, we explored a variety of energy sources, debunking common myths and providing students with 
accurate, up-to-date information. We emphasized the importance of a balanced energy mix and how it contributes to creating a more 
sustainable and resilient future for all. By shedding light on both conventional and renewable energy solutions, we aimed to broaden 
their understanding of the complexities and potential of the energy sector.

The event marked a major milestone for our industry 
and the region’s commitment to sustainability, 
innovation, and education.

14Energy4me STEM Workshops

For more information about 
Energy4me visit the website. 

energy4me.orgSponsored by Host Organisation:

https://energy4me.org
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Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) Session 

15Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) Session 

As the definition of Diversity & Inclusion (D&I) grows each year,  
the involvement and enthusiasm grows for the D&I Session at the  
SPE/IADC International Drilling Conference & Exhibition. The truly 
interactive session kicked off with an opening reception and two 
keynote presentations sharing engaging personal stories. The last 
half of the session had a company-driven "speed dating" style mini 
presentations. Attendees could visit stations of their choice to learn 
valuable tips and resources to implement within their own organisation.

Our Programme was moderated and headlined by 2 keynote speakers. 

• Moderator: Peter Arthur, Senior Engineer, Drilling & Well, Equinor

• �Keynote Speaker: Per Arne Solend, Vice President M&A and Insights Team, Equinor discussing After the Backlash – 
What’s Next for D&I?

• �Keynote Speaker: Darren Sutherland, Vice President – Europe Africa, Borr Drilling, IADC Mental Health in Energy 
discussing Heart or Head? Examining the Key Considerations Toward Improving Mental Health in the Energy Industry. 

Our Break-Out Stations were managed by our Sponsors – Chevron, Helmerich & Payne and NOV. Thank you to all our 
sponsors for supporting our event!   

• Women in Energy – Building Networks, Leadership, and Visibility: hosted by Siren Frigstad and Elizabeth Bowen, NOV

• Dyslexia & How Openness Can Enable Us: hosted by Thorbjørn Anhøj, Helmerich & Payne

• Leadership Attributes that Lead to Inclusion: hosted by Luis Padilla, Chevron.

The event marked a major milestone for our industry and the region’s commitment to Diversity & Inclusion. 

Diversity and Inclusion Sponsors:



    

 

Society Petroleum Engineers Europe Ltd

Po Box 81162

London W8 9LJ,

United Kingdom

T:  +971 50 574 3805

E: zjooma@spe.org

About the Society of Petroleum Engineers
The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) is a not-for-profit 
professional association with 132,000 members in 145 countries 
engaged in the exploration and production of oil and gas and 
related energy resources. SPE is a key technical and professional 
resource providing opportunities to exchange information at 
in-person and online events and through training, publications, 
and member programs. SPE maintains offices in Calgary, Dallas, 
Dubai, Houston, and Kuala Lumpur.


