
American University of the Middle East (AUM)
Kuwait

Post-Event Report

Host Organisation

SPE International Heavy Oil  
Conference and Exhibition
Cost Optimisation: The Key to Unlocking Heavy Oil Success

10–12 December 2018

Under the patronage of His Excellency Bakheet S. Al-Rashidi,  
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water, State of Kuwait



“

”

This event will be the right venue to enhance your network and 
awareness of the great accomplishments of Kuwait associated with 
the vibrant development plans in implementation for Umm Niqa 
and South Ratqa Fields, in several ways unique in the world.

Maria A. Capello
2018 Programme Committee Chairperson
Kuwait Oil Company

“
”

The comprehensive three-day conference and exhibition is aimed 
to set a milestone of international resonance, in the sharing of 
technological and business developments in heavy oil.

Nayef A. Al-Anezi
2018 Conference Chairperson and  
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Subsurface Support Manager
North Kuwait
Kuwait Oil Company
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About the Conference

Themed Cost Optimisation: The Key to Unlocking Heavy Oil Success, the 
agenda for this edition will focus on the development and recovery of 
worldwide vast reserves of heavy oil in the world and will involve a number 
of environmental and economic challenges, where cost optimisation and 
management will be key success factors. An exhibition of more than 500 
square meters will take place alongside the conference, where companies will 
showcase the latest hardware, software, and services relevant to heavy oil in 
general and to cost optimisation of heavy oil in particular, which will add more 
value to the event and provide further networking opportunities.

About the Conference

Disciplines

Multi-disciplinary

HSE

Drilling

Completions

Management  
and Information

Projects Facilities 
and Construction

Production and 
Operations

Reservoir Description  
and Dynamics
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3Attendee Statistics

86%
rated the exhibition 
good to excellent

All the above information is based on the attendee survey report.

84%
rated the networking  
as good to excellent

95%
would possibly to  

definitely recommend this  
event to others in their field

92%
rated the technical content  

as good to excellent

Technical Interests
Production and Operations 40.6%

Reservoir Description and Dynamics 31.3%

Projects Facilities and Construction 9.4%

Completions 6.3%

Drilling 6.3%

HSE 3.1%

Management and Information 3.1%

Job Classifications
Student 25%

Engineer 18.8%

Manager 12.5%

Educator 9.4%

Executive 9.4%

Research and Development 9.4%

Sales and Marketing 9.4%

Geologist or Geophysicist 6.3%

Geographic Region              
Middle East 65.6%

Asia/Asia Pacific 12.5%

UK/Europe 6.3%

Russia/Caspian 6.3%

United States 3.1%

Canada 3.1%

Latin America/Caribbean 3.1%

Attendee Statistics

These statistics provide a snapshot of the professional classifications, and 
geographical breakdown of the attendees that participated in 2018. The event 
attracted 1161 professionals from the industry representing 163 organisations 
and 35 countries.
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Committees

Committees

Executive Committee 

 

Members

 
Programme Committee 

 

Members
 

Maria A. Capello 
Programme Chairperson 
Kuwait Oil Company

Nayef Al-Anezi 
Conference Chairperson  
Kuwait Oil Company

Eisa Al-Maraghi 
Programme Co-Chairperson 
Kuwait Oil Company

Ealian Al-Anzi 
Executive Co-Chairperson 
Kuwait Oil Company

Khalid Harami 
Programme Co-Chairperson 
Schlumberger

Ibrahim Al-Sammak 
Executive Co-Chairperson  
Kuwait Oil Company

Fatma Ahmad, Kuwait Oil Company

Faisal Aladwani, Kuwait University 

Mohammed Al-Arfaj, Saudi Aramco

Waleed Al-Bazzaz, KISR

Jassim Al-Kandari, Kuwait Oil Company

Mohammad Al-Matrook,  
Kuwait Oil Company

Rifaat Al-Mjeni,  
Petroleum Development Oman

Khalid Al-Nuaimi, Saudi Aramco

Faisal Al-Otaibi, Kuwait Oil Company

Bader Al-Qahtani, Kuwait Oil Company

Abdullah Al-Rabah, Kuwait Oil Company

AbdulAziz AlShoail, Halliburton

May Al Zanki, GlassPoint

Ali Ameen, Kuwait Oil Company

Basil Biltaji, Shell Kuwait Limited

Amr Dahy, Alkhorayef Kuwait

Carmen Hinds, Ecopetrol

Ahmad Mohammad, KUFPEC

Malvika Nagarkoti,  
Baker Hughes, a GE company

Herminio Passalacqua,  
Australian College of Kuwait

Patrick Rigolot, Total

Dale Riley, CMG

Nader Shehata,  
Kuwait College of Science and Technology

Maher Taha, GOFSCO

Jeffrey Wingard,  
DeGolyer and MacNaughton

Emad Al-Ajmi, Baker Hughes, a GE company

Abdullah Al-Awadhi, KIPIC

Khalid Al-Begain,  
Kuwait College of Science and Technology

Hamad Al-Dalali,  
Baker Hughes, a GE company

Abdul Hamid Al-Hashim, KISR

Bader Al-Matar, KUFPEC

Walid Al Nader, Shell Kuwait Limited

Salim Al Salmi, Occidental Petroleum

Hassan Al-Shammari, Kuwait Oil Company

Mohammed Al-Shatti,  
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation

Faisal Ayesh, Alkhorayef Kuwait

Wafik Beydoun, Total

Maria A. Capello, Kuwait Oil Company

Heba Filobbos, Halliburton

Junaid Ghulam,  
Petroleum Development Oman

Issam Hallal, WorleyParsons

David Hicks, CMG

John Hornbrook,  
DeGolyer and MacNaughton

Abd Malik Jaffar,  
PETRONAS Subsidiaries Middle East

Adel Malallah, Kuwait University

Hussam Ali Marafie, GOFSCO

Mohamad Mourad, Weatherford

Noha Najem, Kuwait Oil Company

Mohamed Abdulsalam Ali Omar,  
Australian College of Kuwait

Shaima Salmeen, Schlumberger

A. Hussain Shehab, GlassPoint
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Nizar M. Al-Adsani 
Deputy Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation 

His Excellency  
Bakheet S. Al-Rashidi
Minister of Oil and 
Minister of Electricity 
and Water
State of Kuwait

Nayef A. Al-Anezi 
Conference Chairperson 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer, North Kuwait 
Kuwait Oil Company

Faisal Al-Nughaimish 
SPE Regional Director 
Middle East
Saudi Aramco 

Opening Ceremony and Executive Plenary Session

Mark McCollum 
Chief Executive Officer 
Weatherford

Robert Deutman 
Vice President 
Development Joint 
Ventures
Shell

Ali Al Gheithy 
Director
Petroleum Engineering  
Petroleum Development 
Oman

Gary Sams 
Managing Director and 
Engineering Fellow
Schlumberger 

Nayef A. Al-Anezi
Conference  
Chairperson 
Deputy Chief  
Executive Officer  
North Kuwait 
Kuwait Oil Company

D. Nathan Meehan 
CGA President 
Baker Hughes,  
a GE company

Executive Plenary Session:  
Cost Optimisation: The Key to Unlocking Heavy Oil Success

Moderator                      Speakers

Opening Ceremony
 
Honorary Guest 	    Speakers 				                  
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Ealian Al-Anzi 
Manager Operations 
Heavy Oil Group
Kuwait Oil Company

Eissa Al-Safran 
Professor of Petroleum 
Engineering 
College of Engineering 
and Petroleum
Kuwait University

Paul Connolly 
Head EMEA Oil and Gas 
HSBC

James Farhart 
Project Manager
WorleyParsons

Junaid Ghulam 
Field Development 
Manager
Petroleum 
Development Oman

Hisham Saadawi
Senior Surface 
Facilities Advisor
Baker Hughes,  
a GE company

Ivo Nuic 
Managing Director, 
Dhahran Technology 
Center, Saudi Arabia
Baker Hughes,  
a GE company

Malvika Nagarkoti 
Reservoir Engineering  
Advisor 
Baker Hughes,  
a GE company

Maria A. Capello 
Programme 
Chairperson
Consultant, North 
Kuwait Directorate 
Kuwait Oil Company

Rifaat Al-Mjeni 
EOR Portfolio Lead
Field Development 
Centre 
Petroleum 
Development Oman

Xudong Jing 
Manager 
Shell Technology 
Oman

Oscar Rivera 
Vice President 
Integrated Services  
and Projects 
Weatherford 

Panel Sessions

Panel Session 1: Innovative Technologies of Heavy Oil: The New Frontiers

Moderator	               Speakers

Panel Session 2:  Powering the World: Fuelling the Future with Heavy Oil

Moderator		  Speakers
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Principal Sponsors

Host Organisation

Gold Sponsors

Exclusive Mobile App and Coffee Breaks Sponsor

10 December Lunch SponsorConference Gala Dinner Sponsor

7Sponsors
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Exhibitors

Exhibitors

 

�Alkhorayef Company

Baker Hughes

Computer Modelling Group

Fathom Solutions Inc.

GlassPoint Solar

Gas & Oil Field Services Company

Halliburton

Hangzhou Qianjing Technology Co., Ltd.

Jassim Abdulwahab & Partner Co.

�Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research

Kuwait Oil Company

Kuwait University

National Oilwell Varco

PanTerra Geoconsultants B.V.

Schlumberger

Weatherford
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Society of Petroleum Engineers

PO Box 215959, Dubai,  
United Arab Emirates 

T: +971.4.457.5800


