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• Peterborough and the Fens identified as a longstanding HE cold spot

• Multiple previous attempts to launch a university in the city 

• Brain Drain and NEETs

• Education, child poverty & health outcomes to be addressed

WHY?



What is ARU 
Peterborough?
ARU Peterborough is a new 
university in Peterborough city centre. 

The university is a unique collaboration between 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority, 
Peterborough City council and ARU.

Our first UG students arrived in September 2022.           Our 
first PG and international students in January 2023.

The courses offered are high quality,                          
employment focused and designed to 
meet the needs of the region’s employers and students.



a new place …
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EMBANKMENT

site location…



Phase1

campus growth





Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3



Phase 1 – 
University House

• 5,000sqm

• Teaching building
• Specialist teaching
• Catering
• Reading room
• Workspace
• Social learning

• Opened Sept 2022

• Concrete frame









Phase 2 – 
Peterborough
Innovation and 
Research Centre

• 3,000sqm

• Shell & Core

• Opened January 2023

• Hybrid Steel - Timber



think make collaborate 
 
 

‘’to create a special facility in the heart of the city to 
educate and to supply’’

phase 2…





Phase 3 – The 
Lab
• 2,500sqm

• Teaching 
• Community events

• Opened September 2024

• Mass timber building



Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

















Social Impact

• 52% of ARU Peterborough applicants come from PE 
postcodes

• Over 3000 school children have been onto campus

• Over 10,000 members of the public, and                      100+ 
community groups have engaged

• First graduation ceremonies this summer



of students wouldn’t have gone to university if it 
wouldn’t be for ARU-Peterborough

40% 



artist impression
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