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22 July 2026

PRESS RELEASE
Education Estates® Announces Move to Excel London for its 15th Edition in 2027

The UK's leading event for education infrastructure enters a new chapter with a move to one of the country's most iconic venues

Education Estates®, the UK's leading event for education infrastructure, has announced that it will move to Excel London from 2027.

The move to Excel London reflects the natural progression of an event that has grown steadily in scale, reach and influence

“Tomorrow, Manchester Central hosts the biggest Education Estates® yet, our 14th edition. From next year, the national conversation around the education estate takes place at Excel London, where we have secured dates and the space to keep growing and developing the event year on year. From March 2028, we are also delighted to announce that Education Estates® in Focus, the spring event, will move to Manchester Central,” said James Lee, CEO of STEP CONNECT2.

“We’re delighted to welcome Education Estates® to Excel London. Excel is a fantastic setting for bringing this community together, with flexible, modern event space and excellent transport connections across London, the UK and internationally. We look forward to working closely with the Education Estates® team to create an outstanding experience for exhibitors, delegates and partners,” said Nick Coffey, Head of Business Development, Exhibitions at Excel London.

The format and values of Education Estates® remain unchanged. Public sector professionals will continue to attend free of charge. The event will retain its multi-stream conference programme, its Future Leaders Programme - which provides complimentary delegate places for final-year students and those in the first year of their careers - alongside the Education Estates® Awards and all existing initiatives and partnerships. The 15th edition will be the same event the sector has come to love and rely on, in a new and fitting home.

Simultaneously, Education Estates® in Focus – the spring event, currently held at Excel London, covering SEND & Inclusion, Sustainability and Estate Management - will move to Manchester Central from March 2028.

The 15th edition of Education Estates® takes place at Excel London on 5-6 October 2027.

Ends


Notes to editors
Education Estates® is the UK's leading event for education infrastructure, comprising a multi-stream conference, an exhibition showcasing innovative solutions and an awards ceremony celebrating Excellence in the sector. The event focuses on educational infrastructure: the funding, design, build, maintenance and management of schools, colleges and universities. Delivered in partnership with the Department for Education, it brings together the organisations shaping and delivering learning environments across the UK.

Education Estates® in Focus is a focused event covering key themes from the main event, currently held at Excel London.
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About STEP CONNECT2

STEP CONNECT2 is an independent events company running conferences, exhibitions and awards for public sector infrastructure across the UK, Ireland and Europe. Working closely with government and sector partners, it creates platforms where organisations can share insight, shape discussion and support progress in their sectors. Its portfolio covers education, justice and critical infrastructure, including Education Estates®, Learning Places Scotland, Education Buildings Ireland, Education Buildings Wales, Learning Environments Northern Ireland, EdTech UK, European Universities Estates Congress, Justice Estates & Infrastructure and Critical Infrastructure, along with their awards programmes. The company's events have been recognised at the AEO Excellence Awards and the Exhibition News Indy Awards. STEP CONNECT2 is based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. www.stepconnect2.com
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STEP CONNECT2: 1st Floor Upper Birchetts, Langton Road, Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN3 0EG
Company registration number: 09839182
www.stepconnect2.com 
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